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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 



Office of Public Instruction, ) 
August, 1869. J 

It becomes the duty of the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction to publish a new edition of the school laws; the last 
edition being exhausted. The radi9al changes which haye 
been made in these laws since they were published, also make 
this revision and publication necessary. Nearly eighty sections 
have been added, amended or repealed, since the edition of 
1864 was issued. 

The statutes of the State provide that the laws relating to 
Primary Schools shall be prepared and printed under the 
supervision of the Superintendent, as will be seen from the 
following sections, which define his duties: 

Sec. 3. He shall prepare and cause to be printed, with the 
laws relating to Primary Schools, all necessary forms, regula- 
tions, and instrumentB [instructions] for conducting all pro- 
ceedings under said laws, and transmit the same, with such 
instructions relative to the organization and government of 
such Schools, and the course of studies to be pursued therein, 
as he may deem advisable, to the several officers entrusted 
with their care and management. 

Sec. 4. School laws, forms, regulations, and instructions shall 
be printed in pamphlet form, with a proper index, and shall 
have also annexed thereto a list of such books as the Superin- 
tendent shall think best adapted to the use of the Primary 
Schools, and a list of books suitable for township libraries, 
with such rules as he may think proper for the government of 
3Uoh libraries. 
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The codification of the substance of the laws« T^hich was 
published in the last edition, has been omitted, as it is believed 
to have been seldom referred to, and is, therefore, of little 
practical benefit; bnt the notes have been thoroughiy revise^^ 
to meet the changes in the law, and the numerous questions 
that have from time to time arisen as to its intent and meaning. 
Probably nine-tenths of the notes in the book have been sug- 
gested by letters received from school officers requiring an 
explanation of the points involved. The notes, therefore, axe 
not merely a dissertation upon the law, but an exposition of 
actual questions. 

In this volume will be found the law creating the office of 
County Superintendent, with which every school officer should 
be familiar; and the law for a tax on dogs, which may be mada 
an important source of revenue to the schools. 

The Forms for use of school officers have been revised to 
meet the changes in the law. 

Special attention has been given to the subject of school 
architecture. Nothing adds more to the attractiveness of the 
rural districts of the State than the beautiful school-housee^ 
with ample grounds, well fenced, graded, and surrounded with 
trees. Who cannot bear witness to the exalted opinion of the 
people which a traveler at once entertains when he passes suth 
an evidence of their thrift, taste, and love of intelligence ? 

The attention of those interested in building school-houses is 
particularly called to what is said on the subject of ventilation. 
To secure an abundance of pure air in constant supply, costs 
but a trifle. Its value to teachers and children is as great as 
is good health and vigorous energy. Should a catalogue of 
the nervous and other diseases generated in the school-room by 
the constant breathing of an atmosphere impregnated with 
death, be made, it would be found a fearful one. Plans are 
presented in this volume which will relieve the school-room of 
this great evil. 

So little attention has been given to previous recommendar 
tions of text books for the schools^ and as the difierent serien 
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f}i books are so well known in the State, it is not deemed im- 
l^ortant to publish a list. Two or three series are so similar, 
and nearly or quite equal in value, it is not so important that 
a particular series should be introduced, as that there should 
he a uniformity of text books. 

The State Board of Education revised and published a list 
of library bopks, for several years; but so few books were pur- 
€hased from the list, no bookseller was found ready to make a 
bid to furnish the books at reduced rates; and the Board, 
therefore, found that their labor was valueless; and as th« 
publication and circulation of the prepared lists incurred a 
large expense, — amounting to several hundred dollars, — ^it was 
tfiought best not to publish any more. For the same reason* 
no list of library books will be printed in this volume. 

Oare has been taken to make this work so complete in th« 
text of the law, and in the explanatory notes, forms, &c., that 
school officers will find it no very difficult matter to understand 
fiieir duty. But to this end a careful study of the book will b« 
necessary. Many letters are received every year, asking infor- 
mation which might have been found by a simple reference to 
the index. Still, questions will sometimes arise, the solution of 
which may not be found in the book; and all letters to the 
office of Public Instruction, pertaining to school affairs, are 
always promptly answered. 

A full index, at the dose of the book, will enable the reader 
to find the law upon any point to which the attention may b« 
called. 

A copy of this volume will be furnished to each district, 
township and county officer concerned in the administration^ oi 
tlie school laws, to be used by him during his term of office, 
and at the expiration thereof to be delivered to his successor. 

O. HOSFORD, 

Superintendent of Public Inntruction. 



PROVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION RELATIVE 

TO EDUCATION. 



Article Thirteen of the Constitution of Michigan^ under the 
head *' Education/' makes the following provisions: 

Section 1. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall 
have the general supervision of public instruction, superintend- 
and his duties shall be prescribed by law. ®°** 

Sec. 2. The proceeds from the sales of all lands that have 
been or hereafter may be granted by the United g^hooifund 
States to the State, for educational purposes, and 
the proceeds of all lands or other property given by individ- 
laals, or appropriated by the State for like purposes, shall be 
and remain a perpetual fund, the interest and in- perpetual. 
come of which, together with the rents of all such 
lands as may remain unsold, shall be inviolably appropriated 
and annually applied to the specific objects of the original gift, 
grant or appropriation. 

Sec. 3. All lands, the titles to which shall fail from a defect 
of heirs, shall escheat to the State; and the interest j^j^^^, 
on the clear proceeds from the sales thereof, shall 
be appropriated exclusively to the support of primary schools. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature shall, within five years from the 
adoption of this Constitution, provide for and es- ^ , . 

1 • 1 . V J. £ ' 1.1 1.1 Free ichools to 

tablish a .system of pnmary schools, whereby a i>e provided. 
school shall be kept without charge for tuition, at 
least three months in each year, in every school district in the 
State; and all instruction in said schools shall be conducted in 
the English language. 

{Section 4.) The Legislature of 1869 has, at length, complied 
with this requirement: Districts with less than thirty children 
must have three months free school; with from thirty to eight 
hundred children, they must have five months; and with over 
eight hundred children, nine months. 
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Seo. 5. A Bcliool eball be maintained in each school disiariot 
^^j^^ at least three months in each year. Any school 

eobooig. district neglecting to maintain such school, shall be 

PflDAity for not deprived for the ensuing year of its proportion of 
baying sohooL ^^xq incomo of the primary school fand, and of all 
fonds arising from taxes for the support of schools. 

Sea 6. There shall be elected in each judicial circuit, at the 
time of the election of the judge of such circuit, a 

TOmlity. Regent of the University, whose term of office shall 
be the same as that of such judge. The Regents 

thus elected shall constitute the Board of Regents of the 

University of Michigan. 

Sec. ?• The Regents of the University, and their successors 
in ofi&ce, shall continue to constitute the body corpo- 
^^^^^ rate, known by the name and title of "The Regents 
of the University of Michigan." 

Sec 8. The Regents of the University shall, at their first 
Be enis elect ^^^^^^ meeting, or as soon thereafter as may be, 
PieMdentof elect a President of the University, who shall be 
Dniveraity. ^^ officio a member of their board, with the privi- 
lege of speaking, but not of voting. He shall preside at the 
meetings of the Regents, and be the principal executive officer 
snn^rvision ^^ *^® University. The Board of Regents shall 
have the general supervision of the University, and 
the direction and control of all expenditures from the Univer- 
sity Interest Fund. 

Sec. 9. There shall be elected at the general election in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, 
Edu^^roD'.^ **' three members of a State Board of Education- 
one for two years, one for four years, and one for 
six years; and at each succeeding biennial election there shall 
be elected one member of such Board, who shall hold bis office 
for six years. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall 
be ex officio a member and secretary of such board. The board 
shall have the general supervision of the State Normal School, 
Bn^d their duties shall be prescribed by law. 



(Section 5.) " Taxes for the support of schools." This can 
only be construed to mean all taxes raised for the payment of 
teachers— including the two mill tax, and district taxes for 
teachers' wages; but not taxes for building purposes, and the 
like. 
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Sec 10. Institaiions for the benefit of those inhabitants who 
are deaf, dumb, blind or insane, shall always be ^gyj^^g 
fostered and supported. 

Sec. 11. The Legislature shall encourage the ^ promotion of 
intellectual, scientiJ&c and agricultural improve- 
ment; and shall, as soon as practicable, provide for l^'Jo?!''^'*^ 
the establishment of an agricultural school. The 
Legislature may appropriate the twenty-two sections of salt 
spring lands now unappropriated, or the money arising from 
the sale of the same, where such lands have been already sold, 
and any land which may hereafter be granted or appropriated 
for such purpose, for the support and maintenance of such 
school, and may make the same a branch of the University, for 
instruction in agriculture and the natural sciences connected 
therewith, and place the same under the supervision of the 
Regents of the University. 

Sec. 12. The Legislature shall also provide for the establish- 
ment of at least one library in each township; and 
all fines assessed and collected in the several coun- ub^u-lw^ 
ties and townships for any breach of the penal 
lawsi shall be exclusively applied to the support of such 
libraries. 



(Section 12.) This provision of the Constitution is practi- 
cally nullified by the present law, which leaves the libraries — 
both township and district — without any reliable means of 
support; and the receipts from fines are very often " exclusively 
applied " to other purposes. 

2 



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 



By an act approTed April 4th, 1851, (page 708 compiled 
laws,) the duties of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
are thus defined: 

Section 1. The Superintendent of Public Instructio n shall 

haye general supervision of Public Instructi on, and 

eDrto have ' It shall be his duty, among other things, to prepare^ 

vteion*/^"^" annually, and transmit a report to the Governor, to 

be transmitted by him to the Legislature at each 

biennial session thereof, containing: 

1. A statement of the condition of the Univer sity, and its 
branches, of all incorporate Literary Institutions, and of the- 
Primary Schools; 

2. Estimates and amounts of expenditures of the School 
money; 

3. Plans for the improvement and management of all educa- 
tional funds, and for the better organization of the educat ional 
system, if in his opinion the same be required; 

4. The condition of the Normal School; 

5. All such other matters relating to his office, and the sub- 
ject of Education generally, as he shall deem expedient to 
communicate. 

Sec. 2. He shall make all necessary abstracts of the reports 
Report to em- of School luspcctors, transmitted to him by the 
of repwta^of^ clerks, and embody so much of the same in his^ 
Inspectors. report as may be necessary. 

Sec. 3. He shall prepare and cause to be printed, with the 
To re re ^*^® relating to Primary Schools, all necessary 
forms, regu- forms, regulations, and instruments [instructions] 
lations, etc. ^^^ conducting all proceedings under said laws, and 
transmit the same, with such instructions relative to the or- 
ganization and government of such schools, and the course 
of studies to be pursued therein, as he may deem advisable, to 
the several officers entrusted with their care and management. 
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Sec. 4. School laws, forms, regulations and instructions shall 
be printed in pamphlet form, with a proper index, g^. 
and shall have also annexed thereto, a list of such forms, et&"/ 
books as the Superintendent shall think best adap- ^ **® ^''"^^ 
ted to the use of the Primary Schools, and a list of books 
suitable for township libraries, with such rules as he may think 
proper for the government of such libraries. 

Sec. 5. He shall annually, on receiving notice from the 
Auditor General of the amounts thereof, apportion ^ ^^. 
the income of the Primary School Fund among the of Primary 
several townships and cities of the State, in pro- ^^"^^ *^^- 
portion to the number of scholars in each between the age of 
five and twenty years, as the same shall appear by the reports 
of the several township Inspectors of Primary Schools, made 
to him for the year last closed. 

Sec. 6. He shall prepare annually a statement of the amount, 
in the aggregate, payable to each county in the ^^ famish 
State from the income of the Primary School Fund, Auditor cen- 
and shall deliver the same to the Auditor General, d!^\ Statement 
who shall thereupon draw his warrant upon the ^yabieto*'^* 
State Treasurer in favor of each county, for the each county. 
amount payable to such county. 

Sec. 7. He shall also send written notices to the clerks of the 
several counties, of the amount in the aggregate, ^^^^^^ ^ 
to be disbursed in their respective counties, and county cierk of 
the amount payable to the townships therein, re- dtebursed m 
spectively; which notice shall be <£sposed of as ®««i» county. 
directed by an act entitled ** An act to amend chapter fifty- 
eight of the revised statutes of one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-six," approved March twenty-eight, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty. [That is, file the same in his ofSce, 
and deliver a copy to the County Treasurer. See section 112.] 

Sec. 8. Whenever the returns from any county, township or 
dty, upon which a statement of the amount to be ^^^^ 
disbursed or paid to any such county, township or portionment; 
city, shall be so far defective as to render it imprac- ed^hen'^i^^' 
tioable to ascertain the share of public moneys p^j'ts defect. 
which ought to be disbursed or paid to such county, 
township or city, he shall ascertain, by the best evidence in his 
power, the facts upon which the ratio of such apportionment 
shall depend, and shall make the apportionment accordingly.. 
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Sec. 2. The said notice shall also direct such inhabitant to 

notify every qualified voter of such district, either 

Mrve notice? personally or by leaving a written notice at his 

place of residence, of the time and place of said 

meeting, at least five days before the time appointed therefor; 

Daty to serve; ^^^^ ^t shall be the duty of such inhabitant to no- 

eee section 129. tify the qualified voters of said district accordingly. 

Sec. 3. The said inhabitant, when he shall have notified the 

qualified voters as required in such notice, shall 

notice" ^^ endorse thereon a return, showing such notification, 

with the date or dates thereof, and deliver such 

notice and return to the chairman of the meeting. 

Sec. 4. The said chairman shall deliver such notice and 

Notice and re- ^®*^^^ ^^ *^® director choscu at such meeting, who 
tarn to be shall rccord the same at length, in a book to be 
recorded. provided by him, at the expense of the district, as 
a part of the records of such district. 



new district is created, let it count on, whether whole or 
fractional. 

3. The place of the meeting should be within the bounds of 
the district, and may be a private house, the consent of the 
owner or occupant being gained. 

(Sections 2-4.) 1. Any taxable inhabitant who shall receive 
the notice mentioned in sections 1 and 2, and shall refuse or 
neglect duly to serve such notice, incurs a penalty of five 
•dollars. The chairman of the first meeting, under the notice, 
also incurs a penalty of five dollars, for any neglect of the 
duty prescribed for him by section 4. Section 129. 

2. The omission to notify one or several persons not known 
to be residents of the district, will not invalidate the action of 
the majority of the legal voters in organizing the district, if 
there was no fraudulent intent in the omission. 

3. The returns endorsed upon the notice, or attached to it, 
must show the names of all the persons notified, and the date 
of each one's notification. 

4. The persons to be notified under the term ''qualified 
voters," in sections 2 and 3, are every resident of the district 
who is an elector at a township meeting, and every person lia- 

/ble to pay a district tax^ whether male or female. Section 146. 
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Sec. 5. The qualified voters of sach district^ when assembled 
pursuant to such previous notice, and all existing 
districts, at their annual meeting in the year one ^ers°**^ 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, shall elect 
from the qualified voters of such district, a moderator for three 

5. The qualified voters having assembled, should organize 
the meeting by choosing a chairman and clerk, and the person 
holding the notice and return for the meeting, should deliver 
the same to the chairman. 

6. As great importance often attaches to the record of the 
proceedings of meetings, this record should be invariably read 
to the meeting, for approval, before the adjournment. 

(Section 5.) 1. The intention of the la^ is, that after the first 
instance, all district officers shall be elected for three years 
each, and that only one shall be elected each year, except in 
case of vacancies. Thus, when the term of office of the first 
assessor, which is but one year, shall expire, his successor 
shall be elected for three years. The first director's term of 
office will expire with the second year, when his successor must 
be elected for three years. The law allows the new officer ten 
days time in which to file his acceptance, and as it cannot have 
been designed that the district should be without one of its 
officers during that time, it must be held that the old officer 
holds his office till his successor files his acceptance, but not 
beyond the ten days. If the acceptance is not filed within that 
time, the office becomes vacant, and must be filled as provided 
in section 66. 

2. Should any district office become vacant before the expi- 
ration of the three years, a new officer must be appointed or 
elected, to serve out the unexpired term. See section 66. 

3. As the law provides that the annual meeting of each 
school district shall be held the first Monday of September, 
the time intervening between the first meeting of a newly 
organized district, and the first Monday in the following 
September, must be counted as one year in the terms of office. 
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years, a director for two years, and an assessor for one year; 
and on the expiration of their respective terms of office, and 
regalarly thereafter, their several successors shall be elected 
for a term of three years each. Within ten days aft^ l^ek 
election, these several officers shall file with the director a writ- 
ten acceptance of the offices to which they shall have been 
respectively elected, which shall be recorded by said director. 

! 

4. As the officers elect of a newly organized district most 
file their acceptance with the director, he must necessarily file 
Bind record his own acceptance. This case of an officer filing 
his acceptance with himself, will also occur whenever the same 
director is elected two terms in succession. In ordinary cases 
the new director should file his acceptance with the old director. 
An informality in this respect will not, however, invalidate the 
election. 

5. Section 146, passed in 1855, provides that in case the 
qualified voters of a newly formed district fail to elect district 
officers, the township board of school inspectors shall appoint 
such officers — as also in old districts where all the offices be- 
come vacant, or where the district persistently neglects to fill 
the offices. 

6. A majority of the qualified voters voting is necessary to a 
valid election of any officer. 

7. The election may be either by ballot or by voice, but in 
either case, an accurate count should be made, to ascertain 
whether any candidate has a majority of all the votes given. 
The better and safer way is to elect by ballot. 

8. In case all the offices become vacant, no special meeting 
can be called to elect, as provided in section 66, In such case 
the voters may apply to the inspectors, who may appoint aa 
provided by section li6, or the legal voters may assemble at 
the usual time and place, at the next annual meeting and elect 
a successor to the officer whose term would expire that day, 
and fill the vacancies for the unexpired terms. 
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Sec. 12. Special meetings may be called by the district board, 
and it shall be the duty of said board, or any one of g^^jaj ^^^^ 
them, to call such meetings on the written request inti»] how 
of not less than five legal voters of the district, by **"®^* 
giving the notice required in the next succeeding section; and 
in all notices for special meetings, the general object of the 
meeting shall be stated. 

Sec. 13. All notices of annual or special district meetings, 
after the first meeting has been held as aforesaid, 
shall specify the day, and hour, and place of meet- SeetSfg? 
ing, and shall be given at least six days previous to 
such meeting, by posting up copies thereof in three of the 
most public places in the district; and in case of any special 

4. There are certain powers belonging to the annual meeting, 
which cannot be exercised by a special meeting. (See section 
24) The decision of the annual meeting in reference to such 
matters as can only be decided at an annual meeting, may be 
reconsidered and rescinded at a special meeting called for that 
purpose; but no new decision can be substituted. 

(Section 12.) 1. The district board may call a special meet- 
ing, on their own suggestion, and without the written request 
required in this section. Any one member of the board must 
call such meeting on the written request of five legal voters. 

2. No object can be legally acted on by a special meeting, 
unless such object was stated in the notice of the meeting. A 
general statement in the notice that the meeting is ** to trans- 
act such business as may be brought before it," is not sufficient. 
No business can be legally introduced under such notice. The 
objects should be those mentioned in the written request; but 
the board may also include other objects, and no business can 
be transacted save what grows legitimately out of the subjects 
noticed. The request of the five voters should be entered on 
the record of the meeting. 

3. A special meeting may adjourn from time to time, in which 
case like notice of the adjourned meeting should be given, as 
was required for the first meeting, though an adjourned meet^ 
ing will not be illegal without such notice. 
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meeting called for the purpose of establishing or changing the 
site of a school-hoase, such notice shall be given at least ten 
days previous thereto: Provided, That when any of the district 
board shall receive a request to call a special meeting, as pro- 
vided in the preceding section, he shall forthwith give notice, 
as above provided, of said meeting, which shall be called in 
not less than six nor more than twelve days from the time the 
said officer shall receive the notice aforesaid, 

(S^ciion 13.) 1. The proviso in section 13 was added in 
1869, and bunglingly attached to this section instead of section 
12, where it naturally belongs, and of part of which it is mere 
repetition. 

2. A meeting, to be legal, must be held at the place and hour 
specified in the notice, except that the voters first present may 
wait a reasonable time for others, before beginning business; 
but under a notice of a meeting to be held at 7 o'clock P. M., 
no meeting can be legally called to order and organized at 9 
o'clock P. M. A meeting called to be held ai, or tn, the school- 
house, may be held on the steps if the school-house is locked. 

3. Any number of legal voters assembling at the time and 
place designated in the notice, may proceed to business, after 
waiting a reasonable time for other voters, or for the officers. 
Half an hour after the time appointed has been held a reason- 
able time to wait. The meeting should certainly be organized 
within the hour, to make it legal If no notice of the annual 
meeting has been given, it should be held, as near as may be, 
at the usual place and hour as in former years; but considera- 
ble latitude would be given in regard to the time, if all is done 
in good faith. 

4. If a new body of voters appear before the meeting is 
adjourned, any motion or resolution already passed may be 
reconsidered and rescinded; but after the adjournment, neither 
the same, nor another body of voters, can reorganize the 
meeting and pass any vote that shall be binding on the 
district. 
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Sec. 14. No district meetiog shall be deemed illegal for want 
of due notice, unless it shall appear that the omis- Not illegal for 
sion to give such notice was willfal and fraudulent. ^«*o'ttotio«. 

Sec. 15. This section is repealed. Section 145 takes its 
place. 

Sec. 16. If any person offering to vote at a school district 
meeting shall be challenged as unqualified, by any q,j^,,^^ ^ ^ 
legal Yoter in such district, the chairman presiding persons oniNr- 
at such meeting shall declare to the person chal- *°«*®^®**- 
lenged the qualifications of a voter, and if such person shall 
state that he is qualified, and the challenge shall not be with- 
drawn, the said chairman shall tender to him an oath, in sub- 
stance as follows: ''You do swear (or afi&rm) that ^^^^ 
you are twenty-one years of age; that you are an 
actual resident of this school district, and liable to pay a school 
district tax therein;" and every person taking sudi oath shall 
be permitted to vote on all questions proposed at such meeting. 

Sec. 17. If any person so challenged shall refuse to take 
such oath, his vote shall be rejected, and any per- paiseoathto 
son who shall willfully take a false oath, or make a be deemed 
false affirmation, under the provisions of the pre- p®'"^"'^- 
ceding section, shall be deemed guilty of perjury. 

{Section 14.) This must refer to the annual meeting, since 
no special meeting can be held without " due notice," under 
any circumstances. But section 12 says the annual meeting 
shdU be held on the first Monday in September, and every Ad- 
ministration of the Department of Public Instruction has held 
that an annual meeting without notice is legal, whatever the 
cause of such omission may be. The whole provision of sec- 
tion 14 appears inconsistent and nugatory. (For forms of 
notice, see No.'s 5 and 7.) 

(Sections 16 and 17.) 1. Section 145, enacted in 1867, virtu- 
ally abrogates these sections, since it makes the qualifications 
of voters entirely different from what they were when sections 
16 and 17 were enacted; and it was an evident oversight that 
these sections were not repealed, or the oath modified to harmo- 
nize with section 145. As it is, when a person is challenged, 
he should be required to make oath according to the terms of 
section 145. Failiog to do this, his vote should be rejected. 
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Sec. 18. When any question is taken in any other manner 
wheachai- *^?^ ^^ ballot, a challenge immediately after the 
leoge may be Yote has been takcD, shall be deemed to be made 
"^**®* when offering to vote, and treated in the same 

manner. 

Sec. 19. The qualified voters in snch school district, when 

p - lawfully assembled, shall have power to adjourn 

raters at from time to time, as may be necessary; to desig- 

meetings. ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ school-housc, by a votc of two- 

thirds of those present, and to change the same by a similar 
vote, at any regular meeting. 

Sec. 20. When no site can be established by such inhabitants 
When Inspect- *® aforcsaid, the school inspectors of the township 
ors to deter, or towuships in which the district is situated shall 
mine site. determine where such site shall be, and their deter- 
mination shall be certified to the director of the district, and 
shall be final; subject to alteration afterward by the inspectors, 
on the written request of a majority of the qualified voters of 
the district. 

-^^^^^^^^^^ - ■■.11 H " ■■■"--■—"-■——-»■-■ '■' I — ^^^P^—^— ■ ■ I ^^^.^n— .^M— ^M ■ ■ 11— ^—^■^■^i^ I.IMIBIIMI ■>■ .-.I ^^M^ 

2. When any vote is received on the oath or affirmation of 
the votef, the name of such voter, together with the statement 
of his having sworn or affirmed his right to vote, should be 
entered in the record of the meeting. 

(Sections 19 and 20.) 1. The site should be designated by its 
boundaries; or if this is impracticable, by general description, 
in which latter case the board, or a committee, should, by a 
like two-thirds vote, be directed to fix the precise boundaries; 
the quantity of land being agreed upon. 

2. When the inhabitants cannot agree upon a site, the voters 
should instruct the director immediately to notify the inspect^ 
ors of the fact. The law, however, does not prevent the 
inspectors from taking action without such notice. It is be- 
lieved that, after repeated trials and failures of the district to 
agree, the inspectors may act; but, once established by the 
inspectors, the site cannot be changed by any vote of the 
district. Nor can the inspectors alter the site so established, 
except when requested by a majority of the voters. And when 
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Seo. 21. The said qualified Toters shall also have power, by 
the vote of a majority present and voting at any 
such meeting, to direct the purchasing or leasing a ^m!"* . 
site determined upon under the preceding sections 
nineteen or twenty, and the building, hiring, or purchasing 
of a school-house, or the enlarging of a site previously 
established. 

Sec 22. The amount of taxes to be raised in any district, 
for the purpose of purchasing or building a school- L,n,itatien of 
house, shall not exceed the sum of one thousand tax for school- 
dollars in any one year, unless there shall be more ^®'^*®^- 
than fifty children between the ages of five and twenty years 
residing therein. 

Sec. 23. Such qualified voters, when assembled as aforesaid, 
may, from time to time, impose such tax as shall jaxforre. 
be necessary to keep their school-house in repair, pairs, and for 
and to provide the necessary appendages, and to •w*"****^®**^' 
pay and discharge any debts or liabilities of the district law- 
fnUy incurred; may raise a sum not exceeding twenty dollars- 
in any one year for the purchase of books of reference, globes, 

such request is made, they are not bound by the wish of said 
majority as to the location. If so, the law might just as well 
have let a majority, instead of two-thirds of the voters, estab^ 
lish the site in the first instance. 

3. It is provided in section 153, that in case of districts hav- 
ing more than 300 children, when two-thirds of the voters- 
oannot agree upon a site, a majority of the voters present may 
instruct the district board to locate such site. 

(Section 21.) 1. This is as amended in 1869, abolishing the' 
rate-bill for f ael, leaving that to be provided for by tax, like all 
other expenses. 

2. While a two-thirds vote is requisite to establish a site, it 
may be enlarged by a vote of the majority. 

3. For limitations of power to lease sites and build school-- 
homses, see section 59. 

(Section 22.) Districts having over fifty children may borrow" 
money and issue bonds of the district, for building purposesi' 
(See section 166.) 
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maps, or any apparatus for the purpose of illustrating the 
principles of astronomy, natural philosophy, natural history, 
and agricultural chemistry, or the mechanic arts. 

^c. 24. They shall also determine, at such annual meeting, 
Powers of ^^^ length of time a school shall be taught in 
annual their district during the ensuing year; which shall 

meetings. ^^^ y^^ ^QQg than nine months in districts haying 

eight hundred children OTer five and under twenty years of 
age, and not less than five months in districts having from 
thirty to eight hundred children of like ages, nor less than three 
months in all other districts, on pain of forfeiture of their 
share of the two-mill tax and primary school fond ; and whether 
by male or female teachers, or both; and it shall be the duiy 
of the district board to estimate the amount necessary to be 
raised, in addition to other school funds, for the entire support 
of such school, including fuel and other incidental expenses, 
and previous to the second Monday in October, make a written 
) report of the amount so determined, to the supervisor of the 
township in which any part of said district may be situated; 
and the same shall be levied, collected, and returned in the same 
School month i^^^^^^^^^ ^ towuship taxes. A school month, within 
the meaning of this act, shall consist of four weeks, 
of five days in each week, unless otherwise specified in the 
tcHchers' contract. 

{Section 23.) 1. " When assembled as aforesaid;*' that is, at 
any legal meeting. 

2. A globe and outline maps are indispensable to teaching 
geography. A numeral frame and a set of mathematical sol- 
ids, with some of the weights and measures, are equally 
important in primary arithmetic 

8. Books of reference may embrace a large dictionary, a 
gazetteer, a general cyclopedia, dictionaries of dates, of biog- 
yaphy, and any other books useful for reference in the studies 
of the schooL 

4. "Appendages" will include chedrs, tables, or desks; pails, 
brooms, and anything necessary for the convenience and 
comfort of the school. 
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See. 25. In case any of the matters in the preceding section 
mentioned are not determined at the annual meet- .^^^^ district 
ing, the district board shall have power and it shall board may 
be their duty to determine the same. determine. 

(Sections 24 and 25.) 1. Section 24 is as amended by an act ap- 
proTed April 3d, 1869. Districts with less than 30 children on 
ihe census list must have three months school; those with 30 
to 80O children must haTe five months school, and those with 
over 800 children must have nine months school, on pain of 
losing their two-mill tax and primary school money. At the 
annual meeting, districts may vote to haye as much more school 
as they choose, but whatever they have, there can be no longer 
a rate-bill. 

2. It is evidently the intention of the law to limit the power 
of the district to decide the questions in section 24, strictly to 
the annual meeting. If left undecided at the annual meetings 
they pass entirely under the control of the district board, under 
section 25. A special meeting, called for that purpose, may 
pass an advisory vote, but the power to determine will still rest 
with the district board. 

3. It has been held that a special meeting, called for that 
purpose, may reconsider and repeal the votes of the annual 
meeting, authorized by section 24, and, should circumstances 
arise absolutely requiring the repeal of those votes, a special 
meeting should be called for that purpose. But the power of 
the special meeting would still be limited to a repeal. The 
action of the annual meeting being set aside, the determina- 
tion of the matter rests in the hands of the district board, as 
would have been the case if the annual meeting had not voted. 

4. Section 24 defines what shall be a " school month," in the 
absence of any written agreement upon the subject, but does 
not prohibit the board from agreeing with a teacher upon a 
different number of days. 

4 
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to be disborsed by the district, and all warrants of the director 
upon the township treasurer lor moneys raised for district 
purposes, or apportioned to the district by the township clerk;. 
but if the moderator shall be absent from any district meeting, 
the qualified voters present may elect a suitable person to 
preside at the meeting. 

Sec. 30. If at any district meeting any person shall conduct 
himself in a disorderly manner, and, after notice jjo^je^ator 
from the moderator or person presiding, shall per- to keep 
sist therein, the moderator or person presiding, may ^^^^^' ^' 
order him to withdraw from the meeting, and on his refusal, 
may order any constable, or other person or persons, to take 
him into custody until the meeting shall be adjourned. 

Sec. 31. Any person who shall refuse to withdraw from such* 
meeting, on being so ordered, as provided in the pe^^ity ^j 
preceding section, or who shall willfully disturb diatarbiDg 
snob meeting, or any district or union school, shall "^®***°*- 
be subject to the same penalty as prescribed for the disturbance- 
of a religious assembly. 

clear right to vote in all elections, and upon all questions that 
arise, although it is customary for him to give his vote only in. 
case of a tie, in all cases where the matter is to be decided by 
a majority. His vote may be given and counted in questions 
which require a two-thirds vote. 

2. The moderator is not required to countersign orders if he 
knows that they are for an illegal use of money, as the pay- 
ment of a teacher not legally qualified, or for paying library 
money for teachers' wages. Nor should he sign a warrant 
upon the town treasurer for district funds, except when drawn, 
payable to the assessor. No moneys can be legally paid out 
by the district^ save through the assessor. He is the sole treas- 
urer of the district, and his accounts will exhibit the entire 
expenditures of the district The assessor should keep an 
account with each particular fund: as teachers* fund — library 
fund — incidental expense fund — building fund, dee, 

(Section 31.) The penalty for disturbing a reUgious assembly 
)i a fine of not less than two nor more than fifty dollars, or 
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Sec. 32. The assessor shall pay all orders of the director, 
countersigned by the moderator, ont of any moneys 
pay^rSer^ in his hands belonging to the fund upon which 
such orders may be drawn. 

Sec. 36. The assessor shall appear for and on behalf of the 

When asBossor ^i^^'i^*' ^ ^^ suits brought by or against the same, 
to appear for when uo othcr directions shall be given by the 
district. qualified voters in district meeting, except in suits 

in which he is interested adversely to the district, and in all 
such cases the director shall appear for such district, if no 
other direction be given, as aforesaid. 

DIBEOTOB. 

Sec. 37. The director shall be derk of the district board, and 
Director to of all district meetings when present; but if he 
bo clerk. Qhsill uot be present at any district meeting, the 

qualified voters present may appoint a clerk of such meeting, 

thirty days in the county jaiL (Section 1579, Compiled Laws.) 
Suit may be brought before any justice of the peace in the 
township. Persons disposed to make disturbance in a school 
should know that they incur a severe penalty. 

(Section 32.) 1. The assessor cannot legally pay the warrants 
of the director, except from the proper funds. He cannot pay 
a warrant for teachers' wages from the library moneys, nor a 
warrant for building or incidental expenses from primary 
school moneys or two-mill tax. Nor is he obliged or permitted 
to pay a warrant for teachers' wages from public school moneys 
if he knows the teacher to be not legally qualified. 

2. The assessor should not pay an order for what he believes 
to be an illegal object, until he can consult with the other 
members of the board and have the question fully investigated. 

[Sections 33, 34, and 35, referring to the collection of rate- 
bills, were repealed, to take effect July 2d, 1869.] 

(Section 36.) For directions for suits, &c., against school 
districts, see sections 122 to 128. See also section 27. 

(Sections 37, 38.) 1. As the director's record of proceedings 
is prima facie evidence of the facts set forth in it, great care 
should be taken to make it a full and explicit history of the 
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who shall certify the proceedings thereof to the director, to be 
recorded by him. 

Sea 38. The director shall record all proceedings of the 
district, in a book to be kept for that purpose, and 
preserve copies of all reports made to the school To record pro- 
inspectors, and safely preserve and keep all books *^®*^*°«*» ***** 
and papers belonging to his office. 

Sec. 89. The director, with the advice and consent of the 
moderator and the assessor, or one of them, or contract for 
under their direction, if he shall not concur, shall teacher, by 
contract with and hire qualified teachers for and in mslloruy^of 
the name of the district, which contracts shall be ^®*^* 
in writing, and shall have the consent of the moderator and 

proceedings; and it should be read for correction and approval 
before the adjournment of the meeting. 

2. The record of a special meeting should state by whom 
the meeting was called, and the objects mentioned in the no- 
tice, as the legality of the proceedings depends upon the legal- 
ity of the call and the conformity of the proceedings to the 
objects stated in the notices 

3. The record of a district meeting is prima facie evidence 
of legality; but any action had at such meeting, that can be 
proved by positive testimony, must be held as legaL 

{Section 39.) 1. This section gives the authority to a major- 
ity of the district board to employ teachers, whether the 
director is one of that majority or not. The director is 
merely the legal agent for making the contract, and has only 
an equal voice with the other members of the board in the 
ohoice of a teacher. The other officers may execute the con- 
tract if the director shall refuse. Thej should never proceed, 
however, to make and sign the contract without consulting the 
director. The law prefers, for the sake of regularity, that he 
shall make all contracts with teachers, and he has a right to do 
so until he refuses. 

2. When not otherwise stipulated in the contract, the month 
wilf mean four weeks of five days each. (See section 24.) 
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the director shall refase to make and sign such contract, when 
directed so to do by the moderator and assessor, then it may 
l:^ made and signed by the moderator and assessor. 

Sea 40. This section, referring to rate-bill for wood, was 
repealed, to take effect July 2d, 1869. 

Sec 41. Within ten days next previous to the annual district 
meeting, it shall be the duty of the director, or 
such other person as the district board may ap- of district^and 
point, to take the census of the district, and make SJTdeVwIth. 
a list, in writing, of the names and ages of all the 
children between the ages of five and twenty years, residing 
therein, and a copy of said list shall be yerified by the oath or 
a£Srmation of the person taking such census, by affidavit ap- 
pended thereto, or endorsed thereon, setting forth that it is a 
correct list of the names of all the children between the ages 
aforesaid, residing in the district, which affidavit may be made 

6. It is not legal for a teacher to employ an assistant who is 
''unqualified," where he has taken a school and agreed to 
hire his own assistants. Nor is any district entitled to public 
money, unless all its teachers are ** qualified," as the law requires. 

(Section 41.) 1. In this census should be embraced the chil- 
dren actually residing in the district, and no other& Children 
merely attending school in the district, while their parents or 
guardians reside elsewhere, should not be enumerated, as they 
are properly enumerated in the districts in which their parents 
reside. But a child that has been adopted by, or is regtdarly 
apprenticed to a resident of the district, may be properly 
included in the school census. 

2. Children in alms-houses, prisons or asylums, and not oth- 
erwise residents of the districts in which such institutions are 
located, should not be enumerated in the school census, nor 
Indian children, for whom schools are provided by the Federal 
Government. But if the children at the county poor-house 
are admitted to the district school, they may be included in the 
district censua 

8. Children of aliens and people of color should be included 
in the census, if residents of the district. 
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before the clerk of the township; and said list shall be re^ 
turned with the annual reporb of the director to the township 
clerk. Children in alms-houses, prisons, or asylums, not oth- 
erwise residents of the district and not attending the scho<&, 
shall not be included in the said census, nor shall Indian chil- 
dren be so included, unless they attend the school, or their 
parents are liable to pay taxes therpin. 

Sections 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, and 47, providing for assessing 
and collecting rate-bills, were repealed, to take effect July 2d, 
1869. 

Sec. 48. The director shall provide the necessary appendages 
Director to ^^^ ^® school-housc, and keep the same in good 
keep Mhooi. condition and repair during the time school shall 
repafr!° he taught therein, and shall keep an accurate ac- 

count of all expenses incurred by him as director; 
Ezpeos^; such accouut shall be audited by the moderator 
'^'^/*^'- and assessor, and on their written order shall be 
paid out of any money provided by the district for such 
purposes. 



4. The list of names, verified by oath, as prescribed, is the 
evidence to the township clerk of the number of children of 
school ages in the district, and without such evidence he can- 
not report any children as entitled to public money. The 
school board should see, therefore, that this list is properly 
made out, as otherwise the district must lose its share of the 
primary school moneys. 

(Section 48.) 1. The director is authorized and rtquired to 
procure all needful appendages and repairs, without any vote 
of the district in the case. It is not optional with the district 
to pay such expenses. When audited by the moderator and 
assessor, the account becomes a valid claim against the district, 
and can be collected if the district fails to pay it 

2. The law has wisely empowered one officer, and made it 
his duty to keep the school-house in good repair. He should 
see to it that the wint^ows are properly filled with glass; that 
the stove and pipe are in a fit condition, and suitable wood 
provided; that the desks and seats are in good repair; that 
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Seo. 49. He shall present at each annual meeting, an esti- 
mate of the expenses necessary to be incurred sgtimates or 
during the ensuing year for such purposes, and for expense for 
payment for the services of any district officer; and ^^°^ °«y««'- 
Buoh amount, when voted by such annual meeting, shall be 
assessed and collected in the same manner as other district 
taxes; but no tax for these purposes shall be voted at a special 
meting, unless a notice of the same shall be expressed in the 
noliee of such meeting. 

Sec 50. He shall give the prescribed notice of the annual 
district meeting, and of all such special meetings director to 
as he shall be required to give notice of, in accord- give nottoo 
anoe with the provisions of this chapter, one copy ^ ^^ 
of which for each meeting shall be posted on the outer door of 
the district school-house, if there be one. 

Sec. 61. The director shall draw from the township library 
th6 proportion of books to which his district may ^^ ^^^ i^^,,^ 
be entitled, and return the same to the township |^m towi^bip 
library at the expiration of three months, and shsdl return tSo 
continue to draw books in like manner, at the "*°^^ 
expiration of every three months, and to return the same as 
Aforesaid. 



the out-houses are properly provided with doors, and are fre- 
quently cleansed; that the black-boards are kept painted, and 
everything is provided necessary for the comfort of the pupils 
and the success of the school. Under our laws, a great re- 
sponsibility rests upon the director, and on his promptitude 
and faithfulness depends the usefulness of the school 

{Section 49.) Section 24, as amended in 1869, provides that 
the board shall estimate the amount needed for the ensuing 
year, '* for the entire support of the school, including fuel and 
other neoesaary expenses" and report it to the supervisor, super- 
ceding the necessity of the districts voting the tax as in sec- 
tion 49. This will include any expenses incurred by a district 
officer (section 48) ; but they cannot report any amount for his 
services until the district has voted how much he shall be paid. 

5 
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Sec. 52. He shall distribute the books drawn oat by him, to 
to the parents or gnardians of the children of the 

Sf^bMks"**" district of the proper age, for the time and under 
the restrictions contamed in the roles prescribed by 

the board of school inspectors. 

Sea 53. He shall draw and sign warrants upon the township 
treasurer for all moneys raised for district pur- 

Zl^ltsi,n poses, or apportioned to the district by the town. 

trelurarer!^ ship clerk, payable to the assessor of the district, 
and orders upon the assessor for all moneys to be 

disbursed by the district, and present them to the moderator 

to be signed by him. 

Sec. 54. The director shall also, at the end of each school 
Director to re- J®*'' deliver to the township clerk, to be filed in 
port to town- his ofiScc, a report to the board of school inspect- 
ihip cleric ^yg ^f ^^ township, showing: 

First. The whole number of children belonging to the dis- 
contents of ^^^ between the ages of five and twenty yean^ 
report. a^ordiug to the census taken as aforesaid; 



(Sections 51 and 52.) In townships in which the distriet 
library system has been adopted, these sections have become 
obsolete. But in fractional districts, lying partly in townships 
which still have township libraries, the director may continue 
to draw from the township library the share of books due his 
district. 

(Section 53.) 1. Mark that all warrants on the tovm treas- 
urer must be drawn payable to the assessor. 

2. As several of the funds belonging to the district caimot 
be used for any other than their own special objects, ibb 
director's order should specify the purpose for which ih0 
money is to be paid, and the fund, — as teachers' wages fumi, 
library fund, &c., out of which it is to be paid. (See notes on 
sections 29 and 32.) 

8. No moneys shall be drawn into the hands of the assesior 
till he has given the proper bonds. (See section 61.) 

(Section 54.) 1. The director's report should be made out 00 
as to be presented at the annual meeting, for approval or cor- 
rection. The only item in the report having any reference to 
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Second. The nnmber attending school daring the year under 
fiye, and also the number oyer twenty years of age; 

Third. The whole number that have attended school during 
the year; 

Fourth. The length of time the school has been taught 
during the year by a qualified teacher, the name of each 
teadher^ the length of time kept by each, and the wages paid 
to each; 

the annual meeting, is the name of the director for the ensuing 
year. Any other business of the annual meeting will refer to 
the next annual report, as the first Monday in September 
belongs in the ensuing year. 

2. Three blanks for the annual report to the school inspect- 
(NFS are annually forwarded to each director, who should see 
that the same are obtained from the township clerk before the 
first of September. One of these he should fill up as required, 
and deliver immediately after the annual meeting, to the town- 
ship derk. The other two should be exact copies of the first, 
care&lly compared; one of which is to be placed on file in his 
office, and the other forwarded to the " Office of Public In- 
straction, Lansing, Mich." By having these to compare with 
the inspectors' reports, errors and omissions are often discov- 
ered, by which the districts save the primary school money, 
when they would otherwise lose it 

3. The directors' reports not only furnish the basis for the 
distajbntion of the primary school moneys, but also the fact* 
upon whidi any sound opinion can be formed of the success of 
the school systetn, and of the character and extent of the 
amendments which may need to be made. Directors, there- 
fore, should use the utmost care and diligence to make their 
i^orts full and correct. A failure to make full and accurate 
'sports may cost the district its share in the primary school 
''loneys. 

^ In fractional districts, full annual reports are only to be 
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Fifth. The ayerage length of time scholars between five and 
twenty years of age have attended school daring the year; 

Sucth. The amount of money rieceived from the township 
treasurer, apportioned to the district by the township derk; 

Seventh. The amount of money raised by the district, and 
the purposes for which it was raised; 

Eighth. The kinds of books used in the school; 

Ninth. Such other facts and statistics, in regard to schools 
and the subject of education, as the Superintendent of Fublie 
Instruction shall direct 

I.I.., ,, , T I . . . I . - . ^ ■ ,. 

made to the clerk of the township in which the school-house is 
situated; and this report must eihbrace the number of child- 
ren, and the statistics of the entire district (See section 81») 
The number of children in any fractional part of the district 
must also be reported to the clerk of the township in which 
such fractional part is situated. (See section 82.) 

5. Directors sometimes complain that too many details in . 
the statistics are required of them, but they are much less in 
number than are obtained in scTeral other States. 

6. The law no longer requires a record of attendance to be 
kept by the teacher for the purpose of a rate-bill; But it must 
still be kept under the provisions of section 54. The teacher must 
keep a roll of all who are regular pupils, and each half day, 
mark each one present or absent At the dose of the term^ 
add together the number of days attendance of all the pupils^ 
and divide this sum by the number of pupils. This gives the 
average number of days attendance. This quotient, divided 
by the number of school days in a month,^ will give the aver* 
age months attendance in the term, if there is more than one 
term in the year, add the averages of the several terms to* 
gether and divide by the number of terms, and it will give the 
average for the year, as required in No. 4 of the direct<»r's 
report. Directors should see to it at the commencement of 
each term, that this record is properly kept. 
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DISTBZOT BOABD. 

Sec. 55. The moderator, director, and assessor shall oonsti- 
tcite the district board. District board. 

Sec 66. Said board shall, between the first Monday in Sep- 
t^nber and the second Monday in October, in each 
year, make out and deliyer to &e supervisor of each to^^ruaM 
township in which any part of the district is situ- ScS etof^ 
ated, a r^ort in writing under their hands, of all 
taxes Yoteid by the district during the preceding year, and of 
all taxes whkh said board is authorized to impose, te be 
~ on the taxable property of the district 



(Sedion 55.) 1. In graded or high school districts, generally 
called union school districts, the district board, as provided by 
BeotioQ 148, &C., consists of six trustees. 

2. A majority of the district board may exercise the powers 
of the board; but each member has a right to be consulted, 
unless' he shall be absent from the district when any action 
must be taken. 

3. Upon the ability and faithfulness of the district board, 
the success of the school mainly depends. The voters should 
bear this in mind in the election, that the taxes they pay may 
be made to accomplish the greatest possible good. Any 
woman who pays taxes is eligible to o£ice, and districts might 
often do well to elect such. 

(Section 56.) 1. The district board must include in their 
report the taxes voted at any special meetiag during the year; 
but no tax that has to be voted by the district should be re- 
ported till it is finally passed upon. If the meeting that voted 
it 18 adjourned to meet at some later day, the tax should not be 
reported till after the adjourned meeting is held, provided the 
Mine is not beyond the said second Monday in October, unless 
the voters specially direct it to be reported. The supervisor 
can assess a tax reported to him after the said second Monday 
in October, but he cannot be compelled to do so. 

2. The taxes which the district board are authorized to 
report to the supervisor without a vote of the district, are: 
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Sec. 57. The district board may purchase, at the expense of 
parchase of *^® district, such school books as may be necessary 
books for for the use of children admitted by them to the 
poor children, ^g^yj^jj gghooi free of charge, and they shall in- 
clude the amount of such purchases, [and the amount which 
would have been payable for fuel and teachers' wages by per- 
sons exempted from the payment thereof, together with any 
sums on the district rate-bills which could not be collected,] 
in their report to the supervisor or supervisors, to be assessed 
as aforesaid. They shall also prescribe the text books to be 
used in the school; but text books once adopted, shall not be 
changed within two years, except by the consent of a majority 
of the voters at some regular meeting. They shall have the 
general care of the school, and may establish all needful 
regulations for its management. 



the expense for books furnished to exempted persons under 
section 57, and the amount estimated by them for all expenses 
under section 24. The assessor is to report the amount of 
any judgment against the district. (Section 125.) 

(Section 57.) 1. The text books purchased for indigent child- 
ren are the property of the district, and should be taken care 
of by the district board, when not in use. (See section 65.) 

2. The duty to prescribe text books is imperative, and its 
prompt performance is demanded by the best interests of the 
district. 

3. Though the board cannot change the books within two 
years, they may add a new text book to the list, in any branch 
not provided for in the list first prescribed. Text books should 
be provided for all common branches, including, if needed, 
natural philosophy, physiology, and algebra. 

4. No pupil can claim to receive instruction in any other 
text books than those prescribed by the district board; nor is 
the teacher at liberty to introduce any new text book without 
the action of the board. 

5. By the amendments to the law abolishing all rate-billsf, 
that portion of the section in brackets is without force, and 
the first part must be construed to authorize the board to fur- 
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(2301.) Sec. 58. Said board may admit to the district school 
non-resident pupils, and may determine the rates ^00.^^,4^^^ 
of tuition of such pupils, and collect the same; and pupus; ex- 
they may authorize or order the suspension or ex- ^^^®^* 
pnkion from the school, whenever, in their judgment, the in-' 
terests of the school demand it, of any pupil guilty of grosd 
misdemeanor or persistent disobedience. 



bool^ for indigent persons, or to such as they would have 
famished them under the old rate-bill cfystem. 

6. The last clause in the section gives the board large powef 
in adopting rules for the school This power they should 
exercise in the adoption of such rules as will best secure puno- 
tualily in attendance, good order in school, and the most rapid 
advance of pupils in intelligence. 

(Section 58.) 1. Non-resident pupils are those whose parenter 
or guardians are not residents of the district. Such pupils do 
not become resident by boarding in the district while attend-' 
ing school. A citizen of the district, employing temporiorily a 
minor whose parents or guardians reside out of the district, 
should not report such minor in the school census, and can- 
not claim to send him as a resident pupil to the schooL In- 
stances have been known where persons have moved into a 
district and "kept house," for the sole object of attending 
school, intending to move away as soon as the school closed. 
This is held to be a mere evasion of the law, and the board has 
a right to consider them non-residents. 

2. When a district board decide to admit non-residents to' 
the school, they should fix at once upon the rate of tuition, that 
it may be announced to such pupils on entering the schooL 

8. The board may iauthorize the teacher to suspend or expel 
incorrigible pupils, in his discretion. Ah expelled pupil can- 
not return to the school the same term without the coiisent of 
the board. It has been decided by the legal tribunals, that a 
person of depraved and infamous character, as a prostitute, 
may be forbidden the school, even though guiltless of any 
offense against the rules of the schooL 
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9ec. 59. They shall pnrchase or lease a site for a sohool- 
house, as shall have been designated by the diBtrid., 
^S!t^JL\r in the corporate name thereof, and shall bnild, hire, 
If^ooi-tomse. ®' purchase such school-house out of the fund jwo- 
Tided for that purpose, and make sale of any site 
or other property of the district^ when lawfully directed l^ 
the qualified voters, at an annual or special meeting: Provided^ 
That the district shall not in any case build a stone or brick 
school-house upon any site, without having first obtained a 
title in fee to the same, or a lease for ninety-nine years; and 
also, that they shall not in any case build a frame school-house 
on any site for which they have not a title in fee, or a lease fer 
fifty years, without securing the privilege of removing the said 
school-house when lawfully directed so to do by the qualified 
voters of the district^ at any annual or special meeting: Pnh 
vided, also, That the qualified voters of the district may appoint 
a buHding committee, to take charge of the work of building 
such school-house. 

Sec. 60. The district board shall apply and pay over all 
school moneys belonging to the district, in accord- 

J^ooimo*n*yi *^^ ^*^ *^® provisious of law regulating ibe 

same, as may be directed by the district; but no 

school moneys apportioned to any district shall be appropriated 

{Section 59.) 1. In case the site designated cannot be pur- 
chased for the price the district offers, and in case a good and 
valid title cannot be obtained for any reason, section 154, &c., 
provides for calling a jury to determine on a price. 

2. It is a well settled principle of law, that public officers 
cannot use their trusts for their own benefit. The district 
board cannot sell a site or school-house to themselves. The 
legal voters, however, in regular meeting, may direct the sale 
to be made to any member of the board. 

8. When the district has agreed upon a site, the board are 
to make the purchase or lease without a special vote directing 
them^S9 to do; but the building, &a, or selling, will require a 
special direction. 

(Section 60.) 1. The practice of some districts in employing 
a teacher, and getting him inspected some time after com- 
mencing bis school, is entirely illegal and wrong, being calcu- 



PBDCABT SCHOOL LAW. 41 

to any other use than the payment of teachers' wages, and no 
part thereof shaU be paid to any teacher who shidl not have 
reoeiyed a certificate as required in this chapter, before the 
oommencement of his schooL 

Seo. 61. The moderator and director shall require of the 
assessor^ and the assessor shall execute to the dis- ^^^ ^ ^^ 
triet^ a bond in double the amount of money to required of 
come into his hands as such assessor during the ^^^'^'^' 
year, as near as the same can be ascertained, with two suffic- 
ient sureties, to be approved by the moderator and director, 
conditioned for the faitlif ul application of all mone3rs that shall 
come into his hands by virtue of his office. 

lated to defeat the very end and purpose of all inspection. 
The laeguage of the law is plain and decisiye, and school in- 
speetcxra and County Superintendents should see it enforced. 

2. If, through any necessity, a teacher begins a school 
before getting a certificate, the time thus taught before receiy- 
ing a certificate, cannot be counted as any part of the time a 
flohool is required to be taught by a qualified teacher. When 
sadi teacher receiyes a certificate, a new contract should be 
made and signed, as though no school had been preyiously 
taught by him in the district. 

3. By the provisions of an act passed March, 1863, any sur- 
plus of the two-mill tax, after eight months of school have 
been maintained, may be used for other school or library 
purposes. (See section 172.) 

(Section 61.) 1. The moderator and director must require 
this bond of the assessor before giving him any warrant on 
the township treasurer for any moneys. If he fails or refuses 
to give bonds when demanded, he vacates his office; but he 
is not required under any penalty, to offer his bonds till 
demanded. 

2. If the moderator and director shall give the assessor the 
custody of moneys belonging to the district without first 
requiring bonds of him, they eommit a gross violation of 
official duly, and are liable oob only to pay the penalty pre- 
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Sec. 62. Such bond shall be lodged with the moderator^ and 

Where bond to "^ ^*®® ^^ ^^^ breach o£ the condition thereof, the 
be lodged, and director shall cause a suit to be commenced thereon 
when sued, etc. .^ ^j^^ name of the district, and the money, when 

collected, shall be paid into the township treasury, for the use 
of the district, subject to the order of the proper district 
officers. 

Sec 63. Said board shall present to the district, at each. 
Report of re- ^^^^^1 meeting, a report in writing, containing an 
ceiptsanddiB. accuratc statement of all moneys of the district 
bursemenis. received by them, or any of them, during the pre- 
ceding year, and of the disbursements made by them, with the 
items of such receipts and disbursements. 

Sec. 64. Such report shall also contain a statement of all 
taxes assessed upon the taxable property of the 

ut5OT™l?c.^^ district during the preceding year, the purposes for 
which such taxes were assessed, and the amount 

assessed for each particular purpose, and said report shall be 

recorded by the director in a book to be provided and kept for 

that purpose. 



scribed, but in case any loss results to the district from their 
neglect, they are liable to the district for the loss occasioned 
thereby. This is the more important, now that the law re- 
quires all the district funds to go into the hands of the assessor 
before being paid out by the district. 

3. The assessor's bond is the security that the funds will at 
all times be forthcoming when called for. He may use the 
money in his hands, but he assumes all the risk. If he cannot 
raise it when wanted by the district, his bail will be holden 
therefor, and he incurs the penalty for using district funds for 
private purposes. An assessor should never use, or allow to 
be used, a dollar of the funds of the district for private 
purposes. 

{Sections 63 and 64 This report is very important, as, with- 
out it, the district has no means of knowing the state of its 
finances, or whether the funds haVe been legally applied. 
When it is made out, the director can readily make his report; 
and he, as the clerk of the board, should see that it is properly 
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Sec. 65. The said distriofc board shall have the care and cas- 
tody of the school-hoase, and other property of 
the district, except so far as the same shall be es- ^^ho^e.^^^ 
pecially confided to the custody of the director, 
including all books purchased for the use of the pupils ad- 
mitted to the school free of charge, and may permit the 
school-house to be opened for public meetings: Provided, A 
majority of the legal voters of said school district, present and 
TOting at an annual meeting, or special meeting called for that 
purpose, shall so determine. 

Sec. 66. The said board shall have pov^er to fill, by appoint- 
ment, any vacancy that shall occur in their own vacancies 
number, and it shall be their duty to fill such va- 
oancy within ten days after its occurrence: Provided, That in 
case said board shall, from any cause, fail to fill p^^^^^^ 
such vacancy within the time specified, the same 
may be filled by election at a special school district meeting 



done, and in time. District boards are earnestly urged not to 
n^lect so important a duty. It is required as well in justice 
to themselves as to the district School officers are often sus- 
pected of using the funds of the district, and they are unable 
to prove their innocence, simply because they have not kept a 
careful record of every transaction, and consequently could 
not make a full report. 

{Section 65.) 1. This proviso, added to the section in 186^, 
prohibits the use of a school-house for any public meetings 
disconnected with the school, without a vote of the district It 
is not needful that the district should vote for every occasion. 
A vote may be passed, authorizing the use of the house for 
religious or other meetings for the year, or for an indefinite 
time, till a different vote shall be had. 

2. Section 48 gives the director custody of the house, within 
oertain limits, during the term of school. 

{Section 66.) 1. The vacancy, in primary districts, whether 
filled by the district board or by the special meeting, is filled 
for the unexpired term. If a vacancy exists at the time of the 
annual meeting it may be filled by an election, but the election 
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called for that purpose, by the qnalified voters present, which 
meeting shall be called in the same manner, and be subject to 
the same regulations, as other special school district meetings. 

Sec. 67. [If the assessor shall fail to give bond as isreqnired 
in this chapter, or from sickaess or any other canse 
SylpSJtot shall be nnaWe to attend to the duty of coUecting 
4u»eMor any district rate-bill, the said board shall appoint an 

^^^ ^ acting assessor to collect the same^ who diall pos- 
sess all the powers of the district assessor for that purpose^ 
and shall, before proceeding to the collection thereof give bond 
to the district in double the amount of money to be collected, 
in the same manner, and with the same effect as the district 
When diatrict ^ss^ssor is required to give such bond.] Every 
offices become school district offloe fihall become vacant upon fhe 
Tacant. incumbcnt ceasing to be a resident of the dislariot 

for which he shall have been elected, or upon the happening of 
either of the events specified in section three, of chapter 
fifteen, of the revised statutes of 1846. (Comp. Laws, Ohap. 
11, Sec. 1.) 

will be only for the unexpired part of the term. But neither a 
special nor an annual meeting has power to fill a vacancsy till 
the ten days are expired, during which the district board are 
required to fill it 

2. In case two of the district offices shall be vacant at once, 
the remaining member cannot fill the vacancies, as he does not 
•constitute a majority of the board, and cannot exercise the 
powers thereof. On the written request of five legal voters, he 
may call a special meeting to fill vacancies. 

3. Should all the offices be vacant at once, no special meeting 
«an be called, and the inspectors should appoint officers to fill 
the vacancies, as provided by section 146. 

(Section 67.) 1. AU reference of this section to a rote-bill is 
nugatory; but if the assessor neglects or refuses to give bonds 
when required, his office becomes vacant, and should be filled 
t)y the district board. 

2. The pccurrence of any of the following events will create 
^a vacancy in a school district office: 

First, The death of the incumbent; 

Second. His resignation; 
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TOWNSmP BOABD OF SCHOOL INSPECTOBS. 

Sec. 68. The inspectors elected at the axmual township meet- 
ings, together with the township clerk, shall consti- ^^^ ^^ 
tnte the township board of school inspectors; and subooi 
the inspector elected at the annual township meet- ^p®^^''^* 
ing, haying the shortest time to serve, shall be chairman of 
said board, and the said township clerk shall be the derk 
thereoi 

Sea 69. The chairman of said board shall be the treasurer 
thereof, and shall give bond to the township in 
double the amount of library moneys to come into ^^°to^^' 
his hands during his term of ofiSce, as near as the gi^'^bond.*^ 
same can be ascertained, with two sufiident sure- 
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Third. His removal from office; 

Fourth. His removal from the district; 

Fifth. His conviction of any infamous crime; 

Six^ His election or appointment being declared void by a 
aompetent tribunal; 

Seventh. His neglect to file his acceptance of office, or to give 
or renew any official bond, according to law. (Compiled Laws,. 
Chap. 11, Sec. 3, p. 219.) 

3. The resignation of a district officer must be made to the 
other members of the district board, or to one of them, and 
should be in writing. (Compiled Laws, Chap. 11, Sec. L) 

(Section 68.) The office of school inspectors was not created 
by that chapter of the statutes known as ** The Primary School 
Law." It vrill be found as follows: 

''There shall be elected annually, on the first Monday of 
April, in each organized township, * * * one township 
clerk, who shall be ex-officio sdiool inspector," * * * and 
one school inspector. (Article 11,^ Sec. 1 of the Constitution.) 

" The annual meeting of each township shall be held on the 
first Mondaiy of April, in each year; and at such meeting there 
shall be a|h election (by ballot) for * * * one school 
inspecto|r' (Compiled Laws, Chap. 12, Sec 8.) 

school inspector elected as aforesaid, shall hold his 

f 
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ties, to be approved by the toTvnsbip clerk, conditioned for the 
faithful appropriation of all moneys that may come into his 
hands by virtne of his office. 

Sec. 70. Said bond shall be filed with the township clerk* 
T ..e. ./ Aiid ui case of the non-fnlfiUment thereof, said derk 

In C&F6 of ' 

breach, bond shall causc a snit to be commenced thereon, and 
to be sued. ^^ moneys collected in snch suit shall be paid into 
the township treasury, for the benefit of the township library. 
Sec. 71. The inspectors shall divide the township into snch 
Formation of ^^^^^^ ^^ school districts as may from time to time 
districts. be necessary, which districts they shall number, and 
2i)oaftia8s, they may regulate and alter the boundaries of the 
Mich. 127. same as circumstances shall render proper; but no 

office for two years, and until his successor shall be elected and 
qualified, except when elected to fill a vacancy; in which case 
he shall hold during the unexpired portion of the regular term: 
Provided, That where there shall have been no previous elec- 
tion for school inspectors in any township, there shall be two 
such inspectors elected, one for one year and one for two years^ 
who shall severally hold . their office accordingly." (Compiled 
Laws, Chap. 12, Sec. 13.) 

Sec. 95, Chap. 12, of the compiled laws, establishes the com- 
pensation of inspectors at one dollar per day. 

(Section 71.) 1. This power to establish and change th« 
boundaries of school districts is a most important one, and on 
its wise and careful exercise the success and well-being of th« 
school system often depends. The main errors committed in 
the division of the townships have been the multiplication of 
email districts too feeble to maintain a good school, and the 
unnecessary increase of fractional districts, whiph have always 
proved a fruitful source of error and trouble. 

2. Whenever a school district is divided, each of the dis- 
tricts formed from it has a right, in making its annual report, 
to embrace the time a school was taught between the com- 
mencement of the school year, and the time the division was 
made, and to add thereto the time a school has been taught in 
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district shall contain more than nine sections of land, and each 
district shall be composed of contignons territory, and be in 
as compact a form as may be; but no land shall be tased for 

said district subsequently to the division. If each district, 
reckoning time thus, is enabled to report a school taught the 
requisite number of months, by qualified teachers, each is 
entitled to draw public money. 

3. If a new district is created from more than one district, 
part of which did not have the requisite number of months 
school before the division, and the new district has not itself 
had school the necessary time, in that case the number of child- 
ren in the territory taken from districts that had the said 
requisite time of school should be reported to the Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction, as primary school money can be 
apportioned upon them only. 

4. "In the distribution of school moneys to said districts the 
same sum should be apportioned to the two, that the original 
district would have bden entitled to receive had there been no 
division. This sum should be divided between them according 
to the rules of justice and equity. If the division of a district 
takes place immediately after the commencement of a school year, 
and before a school has been opened, the public money should 
be apportioned to the new districts in proportion to the num- 
ber of scholars within the legal ages residing in each of them 
at ttie time of the division. But if the division is made at the 
dose of the winter school, and two-thirds (more or less) of the 
public money has been apportioned to said school, in which 
both of the districts were entitled to share equitably, the 
remaining one-third should be apportioned in proportion to 
the number of children vrithin the legal ages in the districts at 
the time the diy^ion is made." 

5. In the formation of school districts, and in the alteration 
of the same, school inspectors act upon their own discretion, 
and are not obliged either to wait for, or to regard petitions of 
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building a school-house, unless some portion of OTery legal 
subdivision of said land shall be within two and one-haU miles 
of said school-house site. 

the inhabitants; but they should never refuse to show a wise 
regard for the wishes of the people. They should be slow, 
however, to yield to the demand for the erection of small dis- 
tricts for the temporary accommodation of small neighbor- 
hoods. 

6. In the union of two or more districts, under the law for 
graded schools, (aedion 152,) the limitation of territory to nine 
sections of land does not apply. There is no restricticm as to 
the size of the districts which may be thus united, and each one 
might have had the full nine sectiona The power of the 
graded school board to establish several schools in different 
localities, allows it to supply schools in convenient localities for 
every part of the district Inspectors cannot alter the bounda- 
ries of such districts without the written consent of a majority 
of the board. 

7. The boundaries of new districts should be fully described 
in the resolution of the inspectors, and the number of the dis- 
trict fixed. The resolution should be entered on the record 
kept by the clerk, and the boundaries delineated on the town- 
ship map to be made by the derk, one copy to be kept in his 
office, and another given to the supervisor. Care should be 
used to embrace all the inhabitants and all the territory of the 
township in some of the several districts when finally organized. 

8. By section 91, the inspectors are required to give ten days 
notice of meetings to form or alter boundaries of districts. 
Without such notice their action will not be legal. Appeal may 
be made from the action of the inspectors, to the township 
board. (See sections 173, 174, 175.) 
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Seo. 72. They may attach to a school district any person 
residing in the township, and not in any organized persons reside 
district, at his request; and for all district purposes log oat or dia- 
except raising a tax for building a school-house, atu^^a* 
guch person shall be considered as residing in such certain we^^ 
district; but when set off to a new district, no sum shall be 
raised for such person as his proportion to the district 
property. 

Sec. 73. The inspectors shall apply for and receive from the 
township treasurer, all moneys apportioned for the ingpecioM te 
township library ojf their township, and shall pur- receive aad 
ehase the books, and procure the necessary appen- ubrarx ^^^ 
dages for the township hbrary, and make such rules ^^^^7- 

{Section 73.) 1. The library moneys include whateyer may 
be voted from the two-mill tax annually, at the township elec- 
tions, as provided by section 107, and the moneys received 
from fines, penalties, forfeited recognizances, &c., from the 
county treasurer. The inspectors should apply to the county 
treasurer between the fifth and tenth of April each year, for 
the money from such fines, &c. Were the boards of supervi- 
sors, and other ofiScers charged with this matter, careful to see 
that these fines and penalties were paid over by those collecting 
them, and forfeited recognizances were prosecuted, many thou-' 
sands of dollars would annually accrue to the library fund that 
are now lost 

2. Wherever the township library has been divided into dis* 
trict libraries, under the law providing for such division, the 
town derk should annually apportion the library moneys to 
the districts, to be expended by the district boards for books. 

3. This authority to select books for the township hbraries 
is one of the greatest importance, and should be exercised with 
the utmost care and circumspection. Good books are great 
blessings. They are the cheapest and most efficient educational 
agencies known; and the school library is justly esteemed a 
needful and valuable auxiliary to our public fcIiooI system^ 
Care should be taken to select, to a considerable extent, such 
books as will prove interesting and instructive to the young, 
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for the regulation thereof and the preservation of the books 
contained in it, as they may deem proper. 

Sec. 74 [This section is repealed, except in regard to counties 

To appoint on« ^*^fi» ^^ Couuty Sohool Superintendent] They 
of their nam- shall appoint ouc of their number to visit each school 
sehooisT^*^ ^ the township having a qualified teacher, at least 
once in each school term in which a school is 
taught, who shall inquire into the condition of such schools, 
examine the scholars, and give such advice to both teachers 
and pupils, as he may think beneficiaL 

from ten to twenty years of age. Let the taste for reading good 
books once be strongly established, and our pupils vrill not only 
use the library, but will go beyond that, and seek to supply 
themselves, even at their own expense, vrith the means of grat- 
ifying their appetite for learning. 

4. The law requires a list of Ubrary books to be selected and 
contracted for by the State Board of Education, and the 
inspectors and district boards are required by law to purchase 
under this contract, unless the township or districts order oth- 
erwise. They are also required to expend the library funds 
annually. But, as the law makes so inadequate provision for 
the support of libraries, and, consequently, so few books are 
purchased, no satisfactory contract could be made for some 
years past There is little hope of an improvement in the 
libraries, either township or district, until the law furnishes a 
more adequate fund. 

(Section 74.) This section is in force in counties having less 
than ten school districts, which are not entitled to a Oounij 
Superintendent, or while a vacancy may exist in that office, in 
other counties. The duty it imposes is a responsible one, and 
should be faithfully performed. Inspectors are entitled to pay 
for the time spent in visiting the school, the same as for meet- 
ings of the board. 
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Sec. 76. When a new district is formed, in whole or in part, 
from one or more districts possessed of a school- ^^^ district 
house, or entitled to other property, the inspectors^ sot off eDtitied 
at the time of forming sach new district, or as dSstrict^ro^ 
soon thereafter as may be, shall ascertain and de- ^'^t^- 
termine the amount jastly due to such new district from any 
district out of which it may haye been in whole or in part 
formed, as the proportion of such new district of the value of 
the school-house and other property beloDging to the for^ier 
district, at the time of such division; and whenever by the 
division of any district, the school-house or site thereof shall 
no longer be conveniently located for school purposes, and 
shall not be desired for use by the new district in which it may 
be situated, the school inspectors of the township in which 
such school-house and site shall be located, may advertise and 
sell the same, and apportion the proceeds of such Apportion- 
sale, and also any moneys belonging to the district meat or pro- 
thus divided, among the several districts erected in ^^^^ 
whole or in part from the divided district. 

Sec. 76. Such proportion shall be ascertained and deter- 
mined, accordmg to the value of the taxable prop- ^^^ propor- 
erty of the respective parts of such former district tton to be 
at the time of the division, by the best evidence in **^®'^'^**°®^- 
the power of the inspectors; and such amount of any debt 
due from the former district, which would have been a charge 
upon the new, had it remained in the former district, shall be 
deducted from such proportion: Provided, That no real estate 
thus set off, and which shall not have been taxed for the pur- 
chase or building of such school-house, shall be entitled to any 
portion thereof, nor be taJcen into account in such division of 
district property. 

(Section 75.) 1. When part of a district possessed of a school- 
house or other property, is set off to another district possessing 
a sohool-house, the part set off is not entitled to receive any 
share of the district property; what it loses in the old district 
being counted as made up by what it gains in the new. 

2. Difficult questions often occur in the division of districts, 
in relation to the property, debts, &c., for which the law makes 
BO specific provision. In such cases the inspectors must be held 
to be authorized to settle the rights of the parties on principles 
of equity, according to their best judgment, — of course, not in 
conflict with any provision made by the law. 
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Fablie Instmction, together with the several partionlars set 
forth in the reports of the school directors for the preceding 
jear; aiid the township derk shall immediately forward two 
copies of the same to tiie county clerk, and deposit the other 
in his office. 

2. The necessary blanks for the reports required by this sec- 
tion are annually forwarded to the proper officers. Three of 
these blanks are sent to each township clerk — two for the dupli- 
cate copies to be delivered to the county clerks, or County 
Superintendents, and one to be filed in the office of the town- 
ship derk for the use of the board and their successors. (See 
form No. 24.) 

3. The facts and statements for the inspectors' reports are to 
be derived mainly from the annual reports of the district direc- 
tors, required by section 54. Should these reports be deficient 
in any particulars, or incorrect, the inspectors are not authorized 
to correct them, except in the single case provided for in sec- 
tion 80. They may, however, and should, where time will per- 
mit, notify the director of the deficiency or error, and get the 
same corrected. In their report to the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction, the inspectors should furnish such facts within 
their knowledge, as will explain, as far as may be, the deficien- 
cies or errors therein. 

4. The law requires the director to furnish with his report, a 
list of the names of the school children of the district, made 
under oath. (Section 41.) The inspectors should compare 
these census lists, to see that the same children are not reported 
in two districts, as sometimes happens. If the census list is 
not furnished, the inspectors should note the fact in their 
report As this sworn list is the legal evidence of the number 
of diildren of school ages in the district, there is no proper 
basis for the apportionment of public money to any district not 
ihus furnishing it 

6. The partial reports from directors of districts whose 
school-houses are not in the township, should never be copied 
into the inspectors' reports. 
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inhabitant thereof, and may regulate and alter such district as 
ciroamstanoes may render necessary. The director ^^ ^^^^ 
of snch district shall make his annual report to the port to be 
derk of the township in which the school-house is ^^^^' 
situated. 

Sec. 82. The director of every district formed as provided in 
the preceding section, shall also report to the derk Director to re. 
of each township in which the district is in part port to each 
flitoated, the number of children between the ages ^°^°"^^P' 
of five and twenty years in that part of the district lying in 
snch township, and books shall be drawn from the library of 
each township for the use of such district; but the district 
shall have access to but one such library at the same time, and 
the said inspectors shall establish the order in which book» 
shall be drawn from each township library: Provided, That na 
books shall be drawn from any township library by any district 
having a district library; but such district shall be entided to its 
just proportion of books from the library of any township in 
which it is partly situated, to be added to the district library,, 
and also to its equitable share of any library moneys raised or 
received by any such township. 

Sec. 83. Such school districts already formed from two or 
more townships, shall continue to be governed by Dig^ri^g 
the regulations already established according to formed from 
law, in relation to the annual reports, and the draw- lownsMps^ 
ing of books from the township libraries, subject to ^^ow regulated. 
such changes as may be made in respect thereto by the said 
inspectors, in conformity with the preceding provisions 

ships meet and dedde upon a change, and send their decision^ 
to the inspectors of another township interested, for their con-^ 
corrence. This is of very doubtful legality. 

{Section 82.) The provisions for the annual reports of the 
directors of fractional districts, demand especial attention. 
The director should make only one full report, ISedion 54] 
and that should embrace all the children in the district of 
proper school age. But he must also make a partial report ta 
«ach of the other townships in which any part of the district is 
situated, embradog only the number of children residing ii^ 
that part of the district. (For reports ot taxes in fractional^ 
districts, see section 84.) 
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school; and they shall deliver to each person so examined and 
fonnd qualifiedy a certificate signed by them, in such Q^rtiflcate 
form as shall be prescribed by the Superintendent 
of Pablio Instruction, which certificate shall certify the 
branches in which the person holding it has passed a sat- 

branches, reading, orthography, geography, grammar and arith- 
metio. (See section 88.) Whenever the applicant proposes to 
teach in the higher departments of a graded school, or in any 
advanced primary school, he should be required to pass an 
examination in all the branches he will be expected to teach. 

2. Inspectors may lawfully invite any gentleman they may 
choose, to assist them in their examinations; but they cannot 
deputize any one to give a certificate in their stead, or to con- 
duct examinations in iheit abEence. Two of the inspectors 
may examine and license teachers, but one cannot act alone in 
this duty. 

3. Inspectors owe it to the schools to refuse a certificate to 
any teacher who is a drunkard, or gambler, or who uses pro- 
fane language, or indulges in any other gross immorality or 
indecent habit. No excellency of scholarship or experience, or 
skill in teaching, can compensate a school for the lack of moral 
purity and integrity in the teacher. The law has wisely made 
a good moral character a requisite for a qualified teacher, since 
it is on the virtue as well as on the intelligence of the people 
that the safety of the Eepublic depends. In case the candi- 
date is a stranger to the inspectors, they may require him to 
show satisfactory testimonials of his good moral character. 

4. Only teachers of experience and approved success should 
be licensed for the longest period. Young teachers should be 
contented to pass a noviciate of six months to prove their 
ability to teach. 

5. Inspectors have no authority to grant a modified or par- 
tial certificate, certifying to competency in one or two branches, 
and not licensing to teach. The certificate must be in the form 

8 
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OF TAXES FOB SCHOOL PUBPOSES. 

Sec. 106. It shall be the duty of the supervisor of the town- 
ship to assess the taxes voted by every school dis- ^sgeagnieiit 
trict in his township, and also all other taxes pro- and coiiec- 
vided for in this chapter, chargeable against such for^scbooi^^ 
district or township, upon the taxable property of purposes. 
the district or township respectively, and to place the same on 
the township assessment roll in the colamn for school taxes, 
and the same shall be collected and returned by the township 
treasurer, in the same manner and for the same compensation 
as township taxes. 

Sec. 107. The supervisor shall also assess upon the taxable 
property of his township, two mills upon each dol- Two-miii tax 
lar of the valuation thereof, in each year, and re- 
port the aggregate valuation of each district to the township 
clerk; and so much of the said tax as the qualified electors of 
said township shall decide, by a majority vote,, at the annual 
township meeting, shall be applied to the purchase of books 
for the district or township libraries, according to the provis- 
ions of law, and the remainder shall be apportioned by the 
township clerk to the districts in which it was raised, for the 
support of schools therein; and all moneys collected jfunj,,er of 
by virtue of this act during the year, on any prop- months of 
erty not included in any organized district, or in qu^^d/^ 
districts not having, during the previous school 
year, three months' school in districts having less than thirty 

(Section 106.) For directions for assessing taxes upon frac- 
tional districts, see section 84 and notes. 

(Section 107.) 1. Section 141 provides that if any schoo 
taxes fail to be assessed at the proper time through the fault of 
ibe supervisor, they shall be assessed the next year, and he is 
liable for any damage to the district But, in addition to, this, 
he is liable to a penalty of five hundred dollars for willfully 
neglecting to assess any tax required by law. (Compiled Laws, 
page 822.) 

2. All money raised by the two-mill tax in districts not hav- 
ing the length of school required, must be counted with that 
raised on property not in any organized district, and appor- 
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childroD, or five months' school in districts haying thirty and 
less than eight hundred children, or nine months' school in 
districts having eight hundred or more children, as shown by 
the last school census, shall be apportioned to the several other 
school districts of said township, in the same manner as the 
primary school moneys are now apportioned. All ^ax before 
moneys accruing from the two-miU tax in any town- districuart 
ship, before any district shall have a legal school *'f^^^*^^ 

tioned to the districts in which the schools were maintained, as 
required by law. 

8. The vote must be taken annually, at the township meeting, 
to determine how much of the two-mill tax shall be appropri- 
ated for the support of libraries. This vote may be viva voce, 
and may be for a gross amount, as 50 or 100 dollars, or may be 
for a per centum, as 15 per cent, or 20 per cent, of the entire 
proceeds of the tax. No township ought to fail to make this 
appropriation, since a library is as necessary as a school for the 
education of the young. 

4. The library money when distributed to the districts, is to 
be apportioned in proportion to the number of children of legal 
school ages, in each. (See district school libraries^ section 3.) 

5. For mode of apportioning money to fractional districts, 
see section 142. 

6. Money raised from the iwo-miU tax is public money, and 
can only be used for the payment of the wages of <' qualified 
teachers." But in case of a surplus, after supporting a school 
for €ighJt months in the year, the district may use such surplus 
for other school purposes, or for library books. (Section 172.) 

7. Any two-mill taxes raised in any town before any school 
district is organized, and has had a legal school therein, is to 
remain in the town* treasury until a district shall be organized 
and have such school. Then such district is entitled to all the 
two-mill tax previously raised in its territory. The remainder 
of the accumulated money then in the town treasury is still 
retained, to be paid over in like manner to other districts as 
they shall be organized and have a school. But all the two- 
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therein, ahall belong to the districts in which it was raised, 
when they shall severally have had a three months' school by a 
qualified teacher. 

Sea 108. The supervisor, on delivery of the warrant for the 
eollection of taxes to the township treasurer, shall statement u 
also deliver to said treasurer, a written statement bedeiiT«r«(ito 
of the amount of school and library taxes, the wf?ran^ et^^ 
amount raised for district purposes on the taxable ^^ ®^- "^ 
property of each district in the township, the amount belong- 
ing to any new district on the division of the former district, 
and the names of all persons having judgments assessed under 
the provisions of this chapter upon the taxable property of any 
district, with the amount payable to each such person on 
account thereof. 

Sea 109. The township treasurer shall retain in his hands^ 
out of the moneys collected by him, after deducting ^^^^ ^^ 
the amount of tax for township expenses, the full paid next to 
amount of the school taxes on the assessment roll, ^^^'^^^p*"""* 
and hold the same, subject to the warrant of the proper district 
ofScers, to the order of the school inspectors, or of tike persons 
entitled thereto, and give a written notice to the township elerk 
of the amount. 

,1 ...III II L- I , - - - -— ^ ^ 

mill tax raised after the first district is organized, and has the 
requisite time of school, will go to the district or districts 
entitled thereto, under the last clause of the first sentence in 
section 107. 

(Section 109.) 1. In Compiled Laws, chapter 17, section St^ 
it is provided that out of the moneys raised by taxes there 
shall fir^ be paid the tax for township purposes; second, the 
taxes for school and library purposes, and third, the highway 
taxea Therefore, the school taxes — ^that is, the whole ttinount 
asgeased, — ^must all be paid before any moneys can be paid for 
highway taxes. For directions in regard to moneys belonging 
to fractional districts, see sections 142 and 143. 

2. The treasurer is to report the amount to the township 
«lerk, so that he can determine and report to the district direc** 
tors (section 98) how much is going to the several districts* 

9 
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vided, That no township in which the township library has 
been distributed into district libraries, shall be required to 
maintain thereafter a township library: And provided also, That 
the school inspectors of any township may equitably divide the 
township library into district libraries whenever requested by 
a vote of a majority of the districts in the township. 

Sea 115. The books in such township library shall, once in 
three months, be distributed by the township libra- gookstobe 
nan among the several school districts of the town- drawa once la 
ship, in proportion to the number of children in an7?eta?ned'' 
each between the ages aforesaid, as the same shall ^^ directors, 
appear by the last report of tiie director thereof, and said 
books shall be drawn and returned by the several directors for 
their respective districts. 

Sec. 116. The clear proceeds of all fines for any breach of 
the penal laws of the State, and for penalties, or pjo^^q^b ^f 
upon any recognizances in criminal proceedings, fines, etc.. to 
and all equivalents for exemption from military by'county**^^ 
duty, when collected in any county, and paid into aSeng town- 
the county treasury, together with all moneys here- sbips for par* 
tofore collected and paid into said treasury on <^^"®^**^'"- 
account of such fines or equivalents, and not already appor- 
tioned, shall be apportioned by the county treasurer, between 

{Section 115.) The provisions of this section may be sus- 
pended by the inspectors in their discretion. (Section 144) 
When suspended, readers may draw books directly from the 
township Ubrary. 

(Section 116.) 1. In the case of the School Board of Detroit 
V8. The Supervisors of Wayne county, the Supreme Court de- 
cided that the entire amount of fines, &c., collected,hel6ngs to the 
library fund; that no part thereof can be used to pay the costs 
of prosecution or collection. Under this decision any district 
board may sue for and recover the proportion of the fine 
moneys due the district, and illegally withheld in past years. 
The violations of this section of the law are numerous and 
flagrant. Every year complaints reach this department of an 
illegal appropriation of the fines to the general fund of the 
counties, and to other purposes. Let it be remembered, the 
county treasurers are still answerable to the districts for these 
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DISTBIBUnOH 07 THE INOOME 07 THE SCHOOL 7Uin>. 

Sec. 119. The interest of the primary school fond shall be 
distributed on the first Monday of May, or as soon j^^^^^^^ ^ 
thereafter as is practicable, in each year, for the school fund to 
support of primary schools in the several town- *• ^^■^'^^^'^^•*- 
ships in this State, from which reports have been received by 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, in accordance with 
the provisions of this chapter, for the school year last dosed, 
in proportion to the number of children in each township be- 
tween the ages of five and twenty years; and the ^^j^^^^^ 
same shall be payable on the warrant of the Au- coootj troM- 
ditor General, to the treasurers of the several rant'of'Aadit. 
counties. •'" ®•'^•"^• 

Sec. 120. The several county treasurers shall apply for and 
receive such moneys as shall have been apportioned ^^^ ^^^^ 
to their respective counties, when the same shall urertorectirt 
become due; and each of said treasurers shall im- ^^i°^^dt?k of 
mediately give notice to the treasurer and clerk of ••©htownBhip. 
each township in his county, of the amount of school moneys 
apportioned to his township, and shall hold the same subject 
to the order of the township treasurer. 

Sec 121. No school district shall apply any of the moneys 
received by it from the primary school fund, or from „ 

•^ £ it J. J • Moneys not to 

any or all other sources, for the support and main- be applied for 
tenance of any school of a sectarian character, ur^unchoo^' 
whether the same be under the control of any 
religious society or made sectarian by the school district board. 

Sec. 122. Justices of the peace shall have jurisdiction in all 
cases of assumpsit, debt, covenant, and trespass on j^gj^^^, ^ 
the case against school districts, in which the ^,&Yej>ri»iic. 
amount claimed, or matter in controversy shall not 
exceed one hundred dollars, and the parties shall 
have the same right of appeal as in other cases. 

(^8ection% 119 and 120.) No township can share in this dis- 
tribution unless it has made the requisite annual report; and 
no district that has not had a school taught therein by a quali- 
fied teacher for the time required by section 24, during the 
school year last dosed. The apportionment usually cannot bo 
made till the latter part of May, on account of failures of more 
or less of the county treasurers to forward to the treasury ag 
promptly as they should, the amount of interest by them col- 
lected. 



tion in certain 
cases. 
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nmn for school taxes, and the same proceedings shall be had, 
and the same shall be collected and returned in the same 
manner as other district taxes. 

PENALTIES AND LIABILITIES. 

t 

Sec. 129. Every taxable inhabitant receiving the notice men- 
tioned in the first and second sections of this chap- p^^^^ ^^^ 
ter, who shall neglect or refnse duly to receive and neglecting to 
retom such notice, and every chairman of the first nnu^eetS^g^ 
district meeting in any district, who shall willfully ^^' 
neglect or refuse to perform the duties enjoined on him in thi& 
chapter, shall respectively forfeit the sum of five dollars. 

Sec. 130. Every person duly elected to the office of moder^ 
ator, director, or assessor of a school district, who 
shall neglect or refuse, without sufficient cause, to Tn^ist^iot 
accept such office and serve therein, or who, having ^'f'^^^^^ 
entered upon the duties of his office, shaU neglect °^' ^ ' ^ 
or refuse to perform any duty required of him by virtue of bi» 
office, shall forfeit the sum of ten dollars. 

Sec. 131. Every person duly elected or appointed a school 
inspector, who shaU neglect or refuse, without suf- penalty on in- 
fident cause, to qualify and serve as such, or who, spector not 
having entered upon the duties of his office, shall negi^^t'£g ^^ 
neglect or refuse to perform any duty required of **"*^- 
him by virtue of his office, shall forfeit the sum of ten dollars. 

have the right to do so, and exonerate the supervisor from 
placing it in the tax roll. 

(Sections 129 to 136.) The collector or other officer who exe- 
cutes process, has peculiar protection. He is protected, although 
fhe court or officer issuing such process have not, in fact, juris- 
diction of the case, if, on the face of the process, it appears 
that such court or officer had jurisdiction of the subject-maUery 
and nothing appears in such process to apprise the officer but 
that there was jurisdiction of the person of the party a&oted 
by the process. — 5 Wendell's ReportSy 170. 

In a decision of the Supreme Court of New York, (5 Wendellr 
p. 234,) the Court said: 
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Sec. 185. All the moneys collected or received by any town- 
fihip treasurer under the provisions of either of jjoneycoi- 
the three last preceding sections, shall be appor- lectedonac 
tioned and distributed to the school districts enti- S^^t^^bow^^^' 
tied thereto, in the same manner, and in the same ^^p^^^^^^- 
proportion, that the moneys lost by any neglect or refusal 
therein mentioned would, according to the prpvisions of this 
chapter, have been apportioned and distributed. 

Sec. 136. The tovmship board of each township shall have 
power, and is hereby required to remove from of- ^^^0^^ ^^ 
fice, upon satisfactory proof, after at least five days' officers for 
notice to the party implicated, any district officer monej!^^ ^^ 
or school inspector who shall have illegally used or 
disposed of any of the public moneys entrusted to his charge, 
or who shaU persistently, and without sufficient cause, refuse 
or neglect to discharge any one of the duties of his office. 

Officers required by law to exercise their judgments, are not 
answerable for mistakes of law, or mere errors of judgment, 
without any fraud or malice. — Jenkins vs. Wddron, Uth John- 
son's Reports^ 114. 

A public officer who is required by law to act in certain cases, 
according to his judgment or opinion, and subject to penalties 
for his neglect, is not liable to a party for an omission arising 
from a mistake or want of skill, if acting in good faith. — Seaman 
vs. Faien, 2d Ca/ine's Beports, 812. 

But an officer entrusted by the common law or by statute is 
liable to an action for negligence in the performance of his trust, 
or for fraud or neglect in the execution of his office. — Jenner 
t)S. JoLiffe^ 9 John. Bep,^ 881. 

For the mode of collecting the penalties, see Compiled Laws, 
page' 1,351. 

The performance of any act prohibited by statute, and for 
which no penalty is provided by enactment, is a misdemeanor. 
(Compiled Laws, page 1,586.] 

10 
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apportioned to the distriots and parts of districts therein, 
according to the number of children of the proper age in 
each.] 

Sec 140. This section is repealed. 

Sec 141. If any supervisor shall willfolly neglect or refuse to 
assess any taxes provided for by law, for school supervisor 
purposes, the same shall be assessed in the sacceed- iiabiefor 
ing year; and the supervisor so willfully neglecting °®^^^*- 
or refusing to assess, shall be liable to any district for any 
damage occasioned thereby, to be recovered by the assessor, in 
the name of the district, in an action of debt, or on the case. 

Sec 142. The supervisor of each township, on the deliv- 
ery of the warrant for the collection of taxes to 
the township treasurer, shall also deliver to said gi!?e suteL^t 
treasurer a written statement certified by him, of to township 

tr6ft8uf 6r of 

the amount of the taxes levied under section one certain taxes. 
hundred and seven of said chapter, upon any prop- ^q^^ ^^^ 
erty lying within the bounds of a fractional school 
district, a part of which is situate within his township, and the 
returns of which are made to the clerk of some other town- 
ship; and the said township treasurer shall pay to the town- 
ship treasurer of such other township, the amount of the 
taxes so levied and certified to him for the use of such 
fractional school district. 



except in case of library money, — ^provided that no district shall 
receive any part of such money without having maintained the 
requisite time of school the previous year. 

(^Section 141.) When a tax fails to be assessed, the district 
board should bear in mind and re-report it to the supervisor 
the next year, without waiting for any action of the district. 

(^Sectiom 142 and 143.) These sections, together with section 
139, give the rule for the apportionment of school moneys to 
fractional districts. In making the apportionment of school 
moneys, a fractional district is to be treated as if belonging 
wholly to the township in which its school-house is situated, 
and to which the annual report of the director is to be made 
But as no supervisor can assess, or township treasurer collect 
taxes upon property lying outside of their own township, the 
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who are entitled by the laws of this State to vote at township 
and county elections, and residing in said district, shall be 
entitled to vote npon all questions arising in said district, when 
the raising of money by tax is not in question, and all such 
persons shall be eligible to office in such school district. 

See. 146. In all cases where the board of school inspectors of 
any township shall form a school district therein, ^^^^ ^^^^ 
and where no election for school district officers iiupectors 
shall be held, and where any school district shall d^strict^^^ 
neglect or refuse to elect, at the proper time, the ^^^^^^' 
necessary school district officers, it shall be the duty of the 
township board of school inspectors of the township in which 
such district is situated, to appoint the officers of such district 
from among the male persons residing in such district, of the 
age of twenty-one years, who are tax-payers therein; which 
officers thus appointed shall severally file with the 
director a written acceptance of the offices to which ^^^re^JeT 
they shall have been appointed, which shall be 
recorded by the director. 

cannot Tote upon questions of taxation. They cannot Tote upon 
the raising of a tax, or upon any motion, the passage of which 
directly involves a tax to carry it out, though the tax itself may 
not be included in the motion. 

(Section 14:6.) 1. This section applies to newly organized dis* 
tricts in which no officers have been elected, and to districts in 
which all the offices have become vacant, and to the cases in 
which the district persistently neglects for a long time, or 
refuses to elect. If a vacancy occur in any old district, it is 
Jlrd, the duty and right of the remaining two members to fill it 
within ten days; second, if they do not fill it within ten days, 
then it is the duty and right of the district to fill it at a special 
meieting called for that purpose. If two vacancies occur at 
once, then the single remaining officer cannot fill the vacancies, 
but must, on request of voters, call the special meeting to elecL 
:^ut if the district in this latter case refuse or neglect, for an 
unreasonably long time, to fill vacancies, the inspectors may 
interfere and appoint the officers. 
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^ho shall perform the daties prescribed by law for each 
officers in the primary school districts in this State, except as 
hereinafter provided. The trustees shall have power to fill 
any vacancy that may occur in their number till the next 
annual meeting. Whenever, in any case, the trus- ^^ certain 
tees shall fail, through disagreement or neglect, to cases, lospect- 
eleot the officers named in this section, within ^'^s ^® *Pt^*^'- 
twenty days next after the annual meeting, the school inspect- 
ors of the township or city to which such district makes its 
annual report, shall appoint the said officers from the number 
of said trustees. 

Sec. 150. Said trustees shall have power to classify and 
grade the scholars in such district, and cause them ^rastees ma 
to be taught in such schools or departments as they grade tke 
may deem expedient; to establish in said district a t^r^nrquail 
high school, when ordered by a vote of the district f^{|JJ^^ *°*^ 
at any annual meeting, and to determine the quali- 
fications for admission to such school, and the prices to be 

(Section 150.) 1. The classification of the pupils into grades 
need not be done by the trustees in person, but may be done 
by the teachers, under their authority. They should determine 
the qualifications and attainments necessary for admission to 
each grade, and prescribe the studies and text books to be 
pursued by each. 

2. The right to make regulations includes the power to deter- 
mine length of terms and vacations, the time of opening wd 
dosing the daily sessions, and to make and enforce needful 
rules to secure punctual and regular attendance, as well as all 
other matters necessary to the prosperity of the schooL 

3. Sections 67 and 58 now give all district boards all the 
powers granted in this section, except* that of establishing a 
high schooL 

4. Eesident pupils can be charged tuition in a high school, 
''in any branches taught therein." But this will not bear the 
construction, that the trustees may organize a department and 
call it the ''high school," to teach the' common branches and 
charge tuition therefor. It is held that the primary school 
fund was designed only for primary schools, for the teaching 
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Sec 152. Whenever two or more oontiguoiis districts, having 
together more than two bnndred children between 
the ages of five and twenty years, shall severally, be*uni^"to^ 
by a vote of two-thirds of the qualified voters at- J^JIS).?****^ 
tending the annual meetings in said districts, deter- 
mine to nnite for the purpose of establishing graded or high 
schools, under the provisions of this act, the school 
inspectors of the township or townships in which uD^toVhem^ 
such districts may be situated, shall, on being first meeting. 
properly notified of such vote, proceed to unite 
ftuch districts, and shaU appoint, as soon as practicable, a time 
and place for a meeting of the new district, and shall require 
notices of the same to be posted in each of the districts so 
united, at least five days before the time of such meeting; and 
at such meeting the district shall elect a board of trustees, as 
provided in section one of this act, [Sec. 148 above,] and may 
do whatever business may be done at any annual meeting. 

SOHOOL-HOUSE SITES — ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS. 

Sec 153. The qualified voters in any school district, having 
more than three hundred children between the ages y^^^ ^y. 
of five and twenty years residing in such district, designate site 
shall have power, when lawfully assembled, to des- house, by'two- 
ignate by a vote of two-thirds of those present, any ^^^^ ^®*®- 
number of sites for school-houses, including a site for a union 
school-house, and to change the same by a similar vote at aogr 
regular meeting: Provided, That in case two-thirds proviso 
cannot agree upon a site for said school-house, 

(Section 152.) Graded school districts are not restricted to 
nine sections of land. The districts united under this section 
might each have embraced nine sections. The power of the 
union district to establish several schools enables it to provide 
for a larger territory than could find convenient access to a 
tingle school An entire township might be embraced in a 
single district without disadvantage. As in section 148, this 
Tote can be taken only at an annual meeting, but no previous 
notice is required. 

(Section 153.) The term union school, in this section, was 
probably used somewhat loosely, to designate the central high 
school sometimes established under the graded school system* 

11 
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scribed by the said jarors, a certificate stating the time when, 
and the place where the said jary assembled; that they were 
by him duly sworn as herein required, and that they subscribed 
the said certificate; he shall also state in such certificate who 
appeared for the respective parties on such hearing and inquiry, 
and shall deliver such certificate to the director, or to any 
member of the district board of such school district. 

Sec. 159. Upon filing such certificate in the circuit court of 
the county where such real estate is situated, such j^^ ^^^. 
court shall, if it finds all the proceedings regular, coiiSctfon' 
render judgment for the sum specified in the certifi- *^®'®®^- 
cate signed by such jury, against such school districfc, which 
judgment shall be coUeoted and paid in the manner as other 
judgments against school districts are collected and paid. 

Sec. 160. In case the owner of such real estate shall be un- 
known, insane, non compos mentia, or an infant, or ^^^^ 
cannot be found within such county, it shall be law- unknowD.etc., 
ful for the said school district to deposit the amount dlp^J^Tt^ w!th 
of such judgment with the county treasurer of such county treaa- 
county, for the use of the person or persons entitled 
thereto; and it shall be ^e duty of such county treasurer to 
receive such money, and at the time of receiving it, to give a 
receipt or certificate to the person depositing the same with 
him, stating the time when such deposit was made, and for 
what purpose; and such county treasurer and his sureties shall 
be liable on his bond, for any money which shall come into his 
hands under the provisions of this act, in case he shall refuse 
to pay or account for the same as herein required: Provided, 
That no such money shall be drawn from such „^ « . 
county treasurer, except upon an order of the circuit d»^^' m 
court, circuit court commissioner, or judge of pro- ^ar«r. 
bate, as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 161. Upon satisfactory evidence being presented to the 
circuit court of the county where such real estate ^„ . 
Ues, that such judgment, or the sum ascertained c^S^r^'e- 
and determined by the jury as the just compensa- tt/in" choJi'" 
tion to be paid by such district for such site, has ^^'^ick 
been paid, or that the amount thereof has been deposited 
according to the provisions of the preceding section, such court 
shall, by an order or decree, adjudge and determine, that the 
title in fee of such real estate shall, from the time of making 
such payment or deposit, forever thereafter be vested in such 
school district and assigns; a copy of which decree, certified 
by the clerk of said county, shall be recorded in the office of 
the register of deeds of such county, and the title of such real 
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Sec. 165. No alteration shall be made in the boundaries of 
any school district having a union school, without ^^^^ boand- 
ihe written consent of a majority of the district ariesofdis. 
boar4 of such district *'*"' *^''"^- 

Sec. 166. Any school district having the requisite number of 
children between the ages of five and twenty years ^^^ districw 
residing in such district, shall have power and may borrow 
authority to borrow money to pay for a site or sites ^^^^^' 
for school-houses, to erect buildings thereon, and to furnish the 
same, by a vote of two-thirds of the qualified vojbers of said 
district, voting at any annual meeting, or special meeting duly 
called for that purpose: Provided, ^at the times of holding 
said meetings shall not be less than five days, nor more than 
six months apart, and that such school district shall have at 
least one hundred children between the ages aforesaid residing 
therein, and that in case the number of children between the 
ages aforesaid does not exceed two hundred, the entire amount 
of such indebtedness for money borrowed E^all not exceed ten 
thousand dollars; and in case they do not exceed three hun-> 
dred, such indebtedness shall not exceed twenty thousand 
dollars; and in case they do not exceed four himdred, such 
indebtedness shall not exceed thirty thousand dollars; and that 

(Section 165.) The term "union school " used in this and the 
preceding and succeeding sections, is indefinite, there being no 
legal definition of the term. In popular language it is now 
used to designate a school of several departments or grades — 
a graded school; though sometimes it is applied to the public 
high school It must be taken in this section to mean a graded 
school, as established by law, and the section will then apply 
only to the school districts organized vrith boards of trustees. 

(Section 166.) In a positive form this section provides as 

followjEi: 

Districts with 50 children, may horrow I 8,000 

100 " " 10,000 

200 ** " .--. 20,000 

300 " *' 30,000 

400 '* ** 50,ooa 

Districts cannot pay over ten per cent, per annum upon these 

loana (Section 170.) 

Can a District lend its Funds t—ThiB is a question sometimes* 
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Sea 170. Whenever any school district shall have voted to 
borrow any sum of money, the district board of Bondgiggaed 
each district is hereby authorized to issue the bonds for money 
of such district in such form, .and executed in such *°*^®^- 
manner by the moderator and director of such district, and in 
euch sums, not less than fifty dollars, as such district board 
shall direct, and with such rate of interest, not 
exceeding ten per centum per annum, and payable ^rwi. 
at such time or times as the said district shall have 
directed. * 

Sea 171. Whenever any money shall have been borrowed by 
any school district, the taxable inhabitants of such j^^^^^^^ q^^^^ 
district are hereby authorized, at any regular meet- raise ux to 
ing of such district, to impose a tax on the taxable ^^^ ^°* 
property in such district for the purpose of paying the principal 
thus borrowed, or any part thereof, and the interest thereon,, 
to be levied and collected as other school district taxes are 
collected. 

SURPLUS SCHOOL MONEYS. 

Sec. 172. The qualified voters in any school district, having 
a surplus of money, arising from the two-mill tax, ^^^i^^ 
and unexpended, when assembled at any annual or money; bow 
special school meeting, called in accordance with *^^°^® 
existing provisions of law therefor, shall have power to appro- 
priate and use any such surplus money for any of the following 
purposes, to wit: 

First. For purchasing or enlarging school lot or lots; 

Second. For building or repairing school-houses; 

Third. For purchasing books for district library, maps and 
other school apparatus, or any incidental expenses of the school: 
Provided houoever, That a school be maintained in each of said 
school districts at least eight months in each year: And pro- 
vided further, That no money arising from the primary school 
fund shall be appropriated to any other purposes than that of 
paying teachers in any such school district 



(Section 172.) 1. No surplus moneys can be diverted under 
this section till after the school has been maintained eight 
months within the school year. 

2. The order of the purposes as named, to which the surplus 
is to be appropriated, is not essential. The voters may appro- 
priate to either of the purposes named. 
12 
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Yeoord, with all other books and papers belonging to his office, 
to his successor. 

Sec. 8. The Saperintendent of Public Instruction, on such 
evidence as may be satisfactory to him, may grant^ certificates 
licensing the holders thereof as teachers, duly qualified to teach 
in any of the primary or graded schools in this State, which 
certificate shall be valid until duly revoked by the Super- 
intendent. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendent: 

1. To visit each of the schools in his county at least once in 
each year, to examine carefully into the discipline and the modes 
of instruction, and into the progress and proficiency of the 
pupils, and to make a record of the same, and to counsel with 
teachers and district boards as to the course of studies to be 
pursued, and for the improvement of the instruction and disci- 
pline of the schools. 

2. To note the condition of the school-house and appurten- 
ances thereto, and to suggest plans for new school-houses to be 
erected, and for warming and ventilating the Esme, and the 
general improvement of school-houses and grounds. 

3. To inquire into the condition of district and township 
libraries, and to counsel, if necessary, for the better manage- 
ment of the same; and to see that the money collected from 
fines is devoted to the increase of said libraries. 

4 To promote, by public lectures and teachers' institutes, 
and by such other means as he may devise, the improvement of 

(Section 7.) This cannot be construed to give the Superin- 
tendent power to revoke a certificate given by the Board of 
Instruction of the Normal School. Cases of discipline with 
teachers holding a Normal School certificate, must be referred 
to the Normal School board. 

(Section 8.) The Superintendent of Public Instruction grants 
certificates only to teachers of experience and established rep- 
utation. 



FBIMART BOHOOL LAW. 9t 

any act herein prohibited, shall be deemed a yiolation of his 
oath of office, and any employment of such Superintendent by 
any author, publisher, or book-seller, for that purpose, shall be 
deemed a misdemeanor. 

Sea 14. Whenever by death, resignation, or removal, or 
otherwises the office of County Superintendent shall become 
vacant, the State Superintendent shall have power to fill such 
vacancy. 

Sec. 15. All schools which, by special enactment, may have a 
board authorized to inspect and grant certificates to the teachers 
employed by the same, shall be exempt from the provisions of 
this act» except as is provided in sections eight and eleven. 

Sec. 16. Section ninety-one, [of the school laws,] of chapter 
seventy-eight, of compiled laws, shall be amended so as to read 
as follows: 

Sec. 91. The whole number of meetings of the township 
board of inspectors, during any one year, at the expense of the 
township, shall not exceed four; and the township clerk shall 
give at least ten days' public notice of any meeting of the 
board, by posting such notice in three public places in the 
township. 

Sea 17. Sections seventy-four, eighty-five, eighty-six, eigh^ 
seven, eighty-eight, eighty-nine, and ninety, [of the school 
laws,] of chapter seventy-eight, of the compiled laws, and all 
other acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act, are hereby 
repealed. 

Sea 18. This act shall not take e£Eect in any county, unless 
there be at least ten school districts in such county. 

13 
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AN ACT 

TO PROVIDE FOR A TAX UPON DOGS. 



Section 1. The People of the Slate of Michigan enact. That 
in all the townships and wards of the cities of this State, there 
shall be annually levied and collected the following tax npon 
dogs: Upon every male dog over two months old, owned or 
kept by any one person or famDy, one dollar; npon every female 
dog owned or kept by any one person or family, three dollars. 

Sec. 2. The assessor of every township or ward, at the time 
of making his annnal assessment, shall inquire and ascertain 
the number of dogs liable to be taxed, and shall enter in lists^ 
to be made by him, the name of every person in his r^pectiTO 
township or ward owning or keeping any dog subject to the 
above tax, the number kept by such person, and the amount of 
tax to be paid by him. 

Sec. 3. The assessor of every to¥m8hip and ward shall, on or 
before the fifteenth day of May, in each year, make out a dupli- 
cate of the lists made by him, as provided in the preceding 
section, and file the same with the township or city derk of 
their respective townships or cities; said taxes, as provided for 
in the preceding sections of this act, shall be assessed to, and 
collected from such persons as shall be liable for the same, in 
the same manner as other township and city taxes are assessed 
and collected. 

Sec. 4. The collector to whom such tax roll shall be delivered, 
shall proceed and collect the sums of money therein specified, 
in the same manner and with like authority in all respects, as 
in the collection of taxes imposed by the board of supervisors 
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<^ the oounty, and shall, after deducting the commission allowed 
by this act, retain the remainder in the township or city treas- 
ury, sabject to th« order of the district officers of the several 
primary school districts of his respective township or city, and 
the same remedies to compel sach collection and the payment 
over of the moD^y may be had against snch collectors and 
their sareties, as in the case of a tax levied by the board of 
sapervisdrs. 

Sec. 5. The collectors shall be allowed to retain a commission 
of four per cent upon all sums of money collected by them 
nnder the provisions of this act, and shall make and deliver a 
correct statement and account for the amount of money so 
collected, to the township board of their respective townships, 
and to the city treasurer of •cities, at the time of making their 
annual settlement with said boards and treasurers. 

Sec. 6. If any person assessed for any such dog shall refuse 
or neglect to pay the tax so assessed for ten days after the 
demand thereof, it shall be lawful for any person to kill the 
dog so taxed. 

Sec 7. The moneys so collected shall be apportioned among 
the several primary school districts of the respective townships 
or cities, at the same time, and in the same manner, and 
for the same puiposes as other primary school funds are 
distributed. 

{Section 7.) It is believed that this section (which is not very 
definite, from the fact that all school funds are not apportioned 
in the same manner) must be construed to mean that the 
money raised in each township shall be apportioned upon the 
scholar to all the districts and parts of districts in the town- 
ship. That was undoubtedly the design of the law. The 
amount of money raised under this law is considerable. The 
-exact amount is unknown — only a portion of the districts 
reporting it by itself. In 1868, reports from 2,175 districts, 
^ave $24,229. If other districts averaged as much as these, 
the amount in the State was $54,088. 
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Sec 8. Any township or city officer who shall willfolly neg- 
lect or refuse to perform any of the daties imposed upon him 
by this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
twenty-five dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars for each 
ofifense. 

Sec. 9. Every person in possession of any dog, or who shall 
8u£fer any dog to remain about his house for the space of twenty 
days previous to the assessment of a tax, or previous to any 
injury, chasing or worrying of sheep, shall be deemed the owner 
of said dog, for all purposes of this act: Provided, That this 
act shall not apply to the Upper Peninsula, nor to any county 
where sheep are not kept. 

(Section 8.) The interest that the public has in the avails of 
this tax, and the severe penalty for failing to assess it, ought to 
insure a faithful execution of the law. 
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SCHOOL DISTKICT LIBRARIES. 

[Act Approved February 16, 1869.] 



Sec 1. At the annual town meetings to be held in April next^ 
the legal voters voting in the respective townships Digtrj^^ „. 
of the State, shall determine, by ballot, for the con- braries: how 
tinnance of the township library, or for the estab- ^^»>**«^«d- 
lishment of district hbraries in the place thereof. A separate 
box shall be kept for their votes, and the ballots shall have 
written or printed thereon, "township library," or "district 
librariea" If a majority of the ballots so cast in any township, 
shall have " township library " thereon, the library shall remain 
as before; but if a majority of the ballots shall have " district 
libraries " thereon, then the township inspectors, at j^^^ ^^ 
their next meeting thereafter, shsJl proceed to township 
divide the township library equitably among the ^p®®^®"^^- 
districts and parts of districts in such township, in proportion 
to the number of children of legal school ages therein, and 
shall deUver the same to the district boards of the districts to 
which they may be apportioned. Said books shall thereafter 
belong to the respective districts, and shall constitute district 
libraries for the use of the residents of such districta 



(Section 1.) 1. The books apportioned to a fractional district 
are to be kept as a district library for that district. They can- 
not be put into the township library of any other township in 
which such fractional district may be partly situated, but must 
be retained as a district library /or the use of ike district, 

2. The authority to vote a division of the township library^ 
under this section, was confined to the year of its enactment. 
The power to divide township into district libraries belongs, 
under a later amendment of section 114, to the board of inspec- 
tors, whenever requested by the majority of the districts. There 
is no law for changing the district libraries back to township. 
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Seo. 4. It shall be the daty of the State Board of Edacation 
to make a list of books which are unsectarian in g^^^^ ^^^^^ 
character, and suitable for district or township to select iiat 
libraries, which list they may from time to time ®^^°®*"- 
revise and amend; to advertise for proposals for famishing the 
same, and to contract with the lowest responsible bidder to 
furnish such books to the districts or townships ordering them, 
in suitable binding and at stipulated prices; said contract to be 
made biennially, and the advertisements for propo- 
sals to be made in at least two papers of the largest for^booCf 
circulation in the State, for one month before making 
the contract. Previous to the first day of January t. ♦ .«k - * 

• 1 i<rM •! t I » -w-^ t f -r I I'*^* '® "® Bent 

m each year, the Sapermtendent of Public Instruc- to districts and 
tion shall send to the director of each district hav- ^^'^^^^^p^- 
ing a district library, and the clerk of each township having a 
township library, a list of the books contracted for, with the 
prices of the same, from which list the district board, or town- 
ship board of inspectors shall, unless a different order shall 
have been made by the voters of the district or g^. , „ 
township, annually or oftener, select and purchase mast purchase 
books for the district or township libraries, to the ^'^^ ^^^' 
fnU amount of library moneys in their hands. 

Sec. 5. It shall be lawful for any persons or board entrusted 
by law with the control of town or other public persons may 
libraries, to lease a suitable room or rooms for the lease rooms or 
accommodation thereof, or to contract with any i^rekeepuig 
incorporated polytechnic or literary or scientific °^ libraries. 
association for the safe keeping of any such library, in the rooms 
or buildings of any such association, for such period as may be 
agreed upon: Provided, Such library shall continue under the 
control of the persons or board entrusted with the same by law^ 
And provided also; That no such association shall thereby obtain 
any interest in the ownership of such library, or in the f unds- 

{SecHon 4.) The purpose of this section is two-fold: Ist. To 
give the districts the benefit of a general contract, under whicL 
they may get books cheaper, and more conveniently; and 2d. 
To secure the districts against bad books, by furnishing them^ 
a carefully selected list to seleet from. To secure these advan- 
tages, the school officers are required to purchase under the* 
contract unless the people direct otherwise. 
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proTided for its support, and that no farther restriction shall be 
placed npon the free use thereof, by the pablic, than would be 
imposed had no snch arrangement been made. 



(Section 6.) This section was enacted in 1869, and modifies 
section 2, enabling the board to have the library kept in con- 
nection with another corporation. 
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RULES FOR TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES, 



The following rules are prescribed under section (2174,) page 
708, compiled laws, which requires the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction to annex to the school laws, such rules as he 
may think proper, for the government of such libraries: 

1. The township librarian shall properly label and number 
each book in the township Hbrary, and keep a catalogue of the 
same, showing the title and number of each book. 

2. The times for drawing and returning books by the district 
directors shall be on the first Saturday of January, April, July 
and October, between the hours of 10 o clock A. M. and 8 
o'clock P. M., or at other times, in the discretion of the libra- 
rian. The librarian shall charge directors with the books drawn 
by their numbers, and credit or cancel the same when returned. 

3. Any resident of a district may draw books from the direc- 
tor, on each Friday, from 3 o'clock till 5 o'clock P. M., but any 
person under fourteen years of age must present a written 
request from his parent or guardian. 

4. No person shall be entitled to more than one volume at a 
time unless they are of the same work; and no family shall 
draw more than one volume while other families wishing books 
are unsupplied. 

5. No person shall loan a library book to any one out of his 
ovm house, under a penalty of twenty-five cents for each offense; 
and no person shall retain a book more than two weeks, under 
a penalty of five cents for each day beyond that time; nor shall 
any person draw a book while unlawfully detaining a volume 
from the library, or while any fice against him remains unpaid 

14 
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6. Any person losing or destroying a library book shall pay 
the cost of suoh book, and a penalty equal to twenty-five per 
cent of said cost; and any person unnecessarily injuring a 
book shall pay the full damage thereto, the same to be deter- 
mined by the director. 

7. In townships where the inspectors shall have suspended 
section 115 of the school laws, the township librarian shall loan 
the books to the residents of the township, under the same 
rules as abore given for the directors to loan to the districts. 

8. All moneys received for fines or penalties by the directors 
shall be paid over to the township librarian, who shall pay the 
same, together with all other moneys he shall receive of similar 
character, into the township library fund. 

9. The township librarian shall, on the first of September in 
each year, make a written report to the inspectors, setting forth 
the number of volumes in the library, and their condition. The 
report shall state what books have been added to the library 
during the year, and what lost, if any; and what amount of 
fines have been imposed and collected; the number of volumes 
that have been drawn, and whether by directors or under sus- 
pension of section 115, together with such other particulars as 
the inspectors shall direct; which report the inspectors shall 
place on file, and forward a duplicate thereof to the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction. 
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may be suspended in an j township, and the holder thereof may 
be stricken from the list of qualified teachers in such township, 
by the school inspectors, for any cause that would authorize 
them to annul a certificate giren by themselves. 

Normal School certificates was not given to the County Super- 
intendents. The only alternative, therefore, is a reference of 
any ca^e that may arise, to the Board of Instruction of the 
Normal School. 
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TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 



[ Act as amended March 16, 1861. ] 



Section 1. Whenever reasonable assurance shall be given ta 
the Saperintendent of Public Instrucfcion, that a number not 
less than fifty, or in counties containing a population of less 
than twelve thousand inhabitants, whenever twenty-five teach- 
ers of common schools shall desire to assemble for the purpose 
of forming a Teachers' Institute, and to remain in session for & 
period of not less than five working days, said Superintendent 
is authorized to appoint a time and place for holding such In- 
stitute, to make suitable arrangements therefor, and to give 
due notice thereof. 

Sec. 2. For the purpose of defraying the expenses of rooms, 
fires, lights, attendance, or other necessary charges, and for 
procuring teachers and lecturers, the Auditor General shall, 
upon the certificate of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, that he has made arrangements for holding such Institute, 
draw his warrant upon the State Treasurer for such sum as 
said Superintendent shall deem necessary for conducting such 
Institute, which sum shall not exceed one hundred dollars for 
each Institute of five days' duration, and shall be paid out of 
the general fund. 

Sec. 3. Said Superintendent, in case of inability personally 
to conduct any Institute, or to make the necessary arrange- 
ments for holding the same, is authorized to appoint some 
suitable person or persons for that purpose: Provided, That 
not more than eighteen hundred dollars shall be drawn from 
the Treasury in any one year, to meet the provisions of this act. 
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TEACHEKS' ASSOCIATIONS. 

[ Act Approved February 12, 1867. ] 



Section 1. Any fifteen or more teachers, or other persons 
residing in this State, who shall associate for the purpose of 
promoting education and science, and improvements in the 
theory and practice of teaching, may form themselves into a 
corporation, under such name as they may choose, providing 
they shall have published, in some newspaper printed at Lan- 
sing, or in* the county in which such association is to be located, 
for at least one month previous, a notice of the time, place, and 
purpose of the meeting for such association, and shall file in 
the office of the Secretary of State a copy of the constitution 
and by-laws of said association. 

Sec. 2. Such association may hold and possess real and per- 
fional property to the amount of five thousand dollars; but the 
funds or property thereof shall not be used for any other pur- 
pose than the legitimate business of the association in securing 
the objects of its corporation. 

Sec. 3. Upon becoming a corporation, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, they shall have all the powers and privileges, and be 
subject to all the duties of a corporation, according to the pro- 
visions of chapter fifty-five of the revised statutes of this State, 
[Chap. 73, Compiled Laws,] so far as such provisions shall be 
applicable in such case, and not inconsistent with the provis- 
ions of this aci 
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FORMS 

FOB PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE SCHOOL LAW. 



No. 1. 

Form of Notice by the Clerk of the Board of Inspectors to a Taxable Inhab- 
itant of a District at the time of its formation. 

[ See Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, and 129. ] 

To A.... B....: 

Sib — The school inspectors of the township of hayc 

fonned a school district in said township, to be known as District 
No , and hounded [here insert the description.] 

The first meeting of said district will be held at on the 

day of , A. D. 18--., at o*clock A. M., [or P. M.,] 

and you are instructed to notify every legal voter of said district of the 
same, at least five days previous to said meeting, either personally, or by 
leaving a written notice at his place of residence. You will endorse on 
this notice a return, showing each notification, with the date or dates 
thereof, and deliver the same to the chairman of said meeting. 

Dated this day of , A. D. 18-.. 

(Signed,) C... D..-., 

Clerk of the Board of School Inspectors. 



No. 2. 

Form of Notice for first Meeting — when made in Writing, to be left at the 

house of every Legal Voter. 

[ See Sections 1, 2, 15, and 129. ] 

ToC....B..,.: 

Sib — School District No , of the township of having 

been formed by the inspectors, you, as a legal voter in said district, are 
hereby notified that the first meeting thereof will be held at , 
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on the day of , A. D. 18.., at o'clock in the 

noon. 

Dated this day of ... ,18... 

(Signed,) A.... B 

The person appointed to give Notice. 

Eemarks. — If the district is in more than one township, the descrip> 
tion will he varied accordingly. 

The notice is to he given to every person, man or woman, 21 years of 
age, liahleto pay a district tax, and three months a resident, and to all 
who are voters at a township meeting, though not tax-payers. 



No. 3. 

Form of Endorsement upon the Notice — Form No. 1 — by ''^Taxable 

Inhabitant,^ ^ 

[ See Sections 8 and 15. ] 

I, A B , herehy return the within (or annexed) notice, and 

have notified the qualified voters of the district, as follows : 



NAMES. 


DITE. 


HOW KOnFIBD. 


A.... B 


January l,18d4. 


Personally. 
Written Notice. 


D 



















Dated at , this 

(Signed,) 



day of ...-,18-. 



B- — 



No. 4. 
Form of Acceptance of Office by District Officers, to he fled with tJie Director. 

[ See Sections 6, 180, and 149. ] 

I do hereby accept the office of in School 

District No , of the township of 

Dated this day of ,18 

(Signed,) A.... B.... 

JRemark. — This acceptance must be filed within ten days after the 
election, or appointment, or the office is vacant ; except in case of re- 
election, or re-appointment to the same office. 
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No. 5. 
Farm of Notice of Annual Meetings. 

[ See Sections 11, 18, 60, and 180. ] 

Notice. — The annual meeting of School District No , of the 

township of , for the election of school district ofllcers, and 

for the transaction of such other business as may lawfully come before it, 

win be held at , on Monday, the day of September, A. 

D. 18--, at o'clock in the noon. 

Dated this day of August, 18... 

(Signed,) ^ Director. 

Remark, — This must be posted bv the director in three of the most 
public places in the district— one of them being on the school-house, if 
there is one — six days before the meeting ; but the meeting may be held 
at the usual time and place, as near as may be, though the notice is not 
giyen. . 



No. 6. 

^m of Bequest to he made by Jive Legal Voters of a District to the District 

Board for the calling of a Special Meeting. 

[ See Seation 12. ] 

3b the Di^rid Board of School District No , [or to A B , dc, 

one of the district board:] 

The undersigned, legal voters of School District No , of the 

township of , request you, in pursuance of section 12, of the 

primary school law, to call a special meeting of said district, for the 
purpose of 

Dated this day of , A. D. 18.. 

(Signed,) ., 



•7 
•7 



15 
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No. 7. 
Form of Notice of Special Meetings. 

[ See Sections 12, 13, and 50. ] 

Notice. — A special meeting of the legal voters of School District No. 

, in the township of , called on the written request of 

five legal voters, [or called by the district board, as the case may be,] 

will be held at [the district school-house,] on the day of , 

18-., at o'clock [P. M.,] for the purpose of [here insert every 

object that is to be brought before the meeting.] 

(Signed,) A B , Director, 



No. 8. 
Form of Contract between District Board and Teacher. 

[ See Sections 39, 48, 00, and 85. ] 

It is hereby contracted and agreed between of 

District No , in the township of , county of , 

and State of Michigan, and , a legally qualified 

teacher in said township, that the said shall 

teach the primary school of said district for the term of 

months, commencing on the day of -... , A. D. 18.-. ; 

and the said agrees faithfiilly to observe 

and enforce the rules and regulations established by the district board. 

The said , in behalf of said district, agrees 

to keep the school-house in good repair, and to provide the necessary 

fuel, and to pay said for the said services as 

teacher, to be faithfiilly and truly rendered and performed, the sum of 

dollars, the same being the amount of wages aboye 

agreed upon, to be paid on or before the day of , 18-- : 

Provided, That in case said shall be dismissed 

from school, by the district board, for gross immorality, or violation of 

this contract, or shall have certificate annulled by the school 

inspectors, [or County Superintendent of Schools, as the case may be,] 

shall not be entitled to any compensation from and after 

such annulment or dismissal. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names, this 

day of , A. D. 18 



, Teacher. 

Approved by 
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Remarks. — A teacher's contract must have a revenue stamp of five 
cents attached. 

If any other time for a month than four weeks of five days in each 
week is agreed upon, it must be specified in the contract. 



No. 9. 

JFbrm of Order upon Assessor for Moneys to be Disbursed by hmi for the 

School District. 

[ See Sections 29 and 53. ] 

jLssessor of School District No , Township of : 

Pay to the order of , the sum of 

dollars, out of any moneys in your hands belonging to thefimd, for [here 
insert name of ftmd, as teachers' wages, building, libraiy, &c.] 

Dated this day of , A.D. 18 

A B , Director. 

[ Coantenigned : ] 
'C D , Moderator. 



No. 10. 

Fbrm of W<vrrant upon Township Treasurer* for Moneys beHoitging to 

School Districts. 

[ See Sections 20, 68 and 100. ] 

Treasurer of the Township of ; 

Pay to , assessor of School District No , 

in said township,* the sum of dollars, out of [here insert 

tbe particular fbnd,] in your hands, belonging to said district. 

Dated at , this day of , 18 

A B , Director, 

[ Coontersigned : ] 
C D , Moderator, 

Eemark. — The board cannot legally draw a warrant upon the town 
treasurer in favor of anybody but the assessor. 

*If it 48 for a fractional district that reports in another town, it should read— "in the 
lownshipof " 
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No. 11. 
Form of Report by the District Board to the Supervisor. 

[ See SectioM 24, 56, 67, 68, 106, 107, and 108. ] 

Supervisor of the Township of ; 

The undersigned, district board for School District No , in said 

township, do hereby certify that the following taxes have been voted in 
said district, during the school year last closed, and estimated by the 
district board, under the provisions of section 24 of the school laws, viz : 
[Here specify the amount of each tax voted and estimated, and the 
purpose to which it is appropriated, and give the sum total of the whole,] 
which you will assess upon the taxable property of said district, as the 
law directs. 

Dated at , this day of , A. D. 18 

A B , Moderator^ 

C D , Direetcyr, 

E F , Assessor. 

Bemarks. — ^If a tax is voted after the close of the school year, in time 
to be reported to the supervisor for assessment, the form will be varied 
accordingly. 

This report must be made before the second Monday in October, or the 
supervisor cannot be compelled to make the assessment, though he may 
do it, whenever the report is made. 



No. 12. 

Form of Assessor's Bond. 

[ See Sections 61 and 02. ] 

Ejiow all men by these presents, that we, A B , the assessor 

of School District No , in the township of , C 

D and E F , [his sureties] are held and firmly bound unto the 

said district, in the sum of [here insert a sum of double the amount ex- 
pected to come into the assessor's hands], to be paid to the said district ; 
for the payment of which sum weU and truly to be made, we bind our- 
selves, our heirs, executors and administrators. Jointly and severally, 
firmly by these presents. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if A B , assessor 

of said district, shall faithfully apply all moneys that shall come into his 
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hands, by virtue of his office, then this obligation shall be void ; other- 
wise of fbll force and virtue. 

Sealed with our seals, and dated this day of A. D. 18... 

A.... B...., [l. 8.] 
C... D..-., [L. s.] 
E---. F-..-, [l. 8.] 

signed, sealed and delivered in presence of 



Bemark,— This bond should be endorsed as follows : 

•" We approve the within bond.'* 

(Signed,) G H ^ Moderator^ 

I K , Director, 

Eema/rk, — ^The assessor's bond requires a revenue stamp of one dollar. 



No. 13. 

Jfbrm of Bond to be given by the Chairman of the Boa/rd of School 

Inspectors. 

[ See Sections 68, 00 and 70. ] 

Know all men by these presents, that we, A B , the chairman 

•of the board of school inspectors of the township of , and 

•C D andE P , [his sureties,] are held and firmly bound 

unto the said township, in the sum of [here insert the sum of double the 
amount to come into said chairman's hands, as nearly as the same can 
be ascertained], for the payment of which sum well and truly to be made 
to the said township, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors and admin- 
istrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if A B , chair- 
man of the board of school inspectors, shall &ithfiilly appropriate all 
moneys that may come into his hands by virtue of his office, then this 
obligation shall be void ; otherwise, of fall force and virtue. 

Sealed with our seals, and dated this day of , A. D., 18--. 

A.... B— ., [l. 8.] 

C— D..-, [l. 8.] 

E-— P...., [l. 8.] 
signed, Sf'aled and delivered la presence of 



** I approve the within bond." 

(Signed,) G.-.- H...., Township Cl&rk, 

Bemark. — This bond should be given before any moneys come into his 
hands, and should be endorsed as above, by the township clerk. It also 
jequires a revenue stamp of one dollar. 
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No. 14. 

Form of Appointment of District Officers by District Board, 

[ See Soetion W, ] 

The undersigned, members of the district board of School District No. 

, in the township of ,.., do hereby appoint A B , 

Director of said district, to fill the vacancy created by the remoral, [res- 
ignation or death, as the case may be,] of C B , the late 

incmnbent. 

Dated this day of , A. D.,18-.. 

E P , Moderator, 

Qt H y Assessor. 

Remark 1, — ^The words in italics in the aboye form, should be varied to 
suit the case. 

Bcm/irk 2, — ^The director should record any appointment that may be 
made, and persons appointed to office should file with the director a cer- 
tificate of acceptance, according to the provisions of section 5. [See 
Form No. 4.] 



No. 15. 
Form of Appointment of District Officers, by School Inspectors^ 

[ See Section U<. ] 

The undersigned, school inspectors for the township of , 

do hereby appoint O P , Assessor [insert names of other 

appointees] of School District No , in said township • the district 

having failed to elect. 
Dated this-.-- day of >.._, A. D. 18.- 

A--.. B...'., 
C... D_.-., 
E.... F..--, 
School Inspectors. 
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No 16. 
!F9rm of CertificoUe to he gioen by School Inspectors to Qualified Tictehers, 

[ See Sections 80, 85, M, 87, 88, 89 and 90. ] 

It is hereby certified, that A. .... _ B , has passed a satisfactoiy 

examination before us in the following branches, yiz : 

Othography^ Beading^ Writing ^ Orammar^ Oeography^ Arithmetic^ 

— ...... — _-- . ... -, 

and is able to give instruction in the same. He has moreover been found 
ot good moral character, and of competent ability to teach a school, and 
^e have therefore licensed him to teach in the schools of this township of 

, in the county of , for the term of [here insert 

the time], from the date hereof. 

Given under our hands, this day of , A. D. Id. . 

C... D 

E.... P...... 

a.... H...., 

Sehool Inspeetors of the Ibwnship of , Ooun^ of , Mi^, 



No. 17, 

^y>rm of Notice of Meeting of Inspectors for Examdnation of Schooi 

Teachers, 

[ S3e Section 88. ] 

Notice is hereby given, that for the purpose of making an examination 
of all persons who may offer themselves as candidates for teachers of the 
primary schools of this township, the board of school inspectors thereof 
Vvill meet [here insert the time and place of poieeting]. 

Dated this day of ,18.- 

A B , 

Township Clerk. 

Bema/rk 1. — ^Whenever the inspectors deem it necessary to reexamine 
any teacher, thev shall serve the following notice upon him, accarding to 
the provisions of section 90 : 
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Form of Notice of Beeosamination, 

To A B ; 

Sib — You are hereby notified that the undersigned, school inspectors 

for the township of , will hold a meeting at , 

on the day of , at o'clock, M. You 

will please appear before them at the time and place aforesaid, for reex- 
amination. It is our purpose to annul your certificate if you are found 
deficient in the qualifications requisite for a primary school teacher. 

This notice should be dated and signed in the same manner as the above Certificate 



Bemark 2, — In case it be foimd necessary to annul the teacher's cer- 
tificate, it shall be sufficient for that purpose for the clerk of the boaid 
of school inspectors to make the usual record of their proceedings : Pro- 
vided, The teacher appears before them and pves up his certificate, 
which it is his duty to do. Otherwise, in addition to said record, Ihe 
inspectors shaU cause the following notice to be posted up in three public 

§ laces in the township, or to be inserted in a newspaper of the township, 
' there be one : 

* * The imdersigned , school inspectors for the township of , 

haying this day reexamined A B ,a primaiy school teacher in 

said township, and regarding him incompetent to discharge the duties of 
his office, we hereby giye notice that his certificate is annulled according 
to the provisions of law.'* 

This notice should be dated and signed in the saroe manner as the preceding one. 



No. 19. 

Form of Cer^fieate to be given to the Director of a School District, by (he 
Board of School Inspectors when they estMish the Site. 

[ See Sections 18 and 20. ] 

The inhabitants of District No , in the township of , 

haying failed, at a legal meeting, to establish a site for a school-house, 
the board of school inspectors hereby certify, that they haye determined 
that the said site shaU be as follows : [Describe as in the deed]. 

Giyen under our hands this day of , A. D. 18 

A...: B , 

C... D , 

E...- P , 

School Inspectors. 
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No. 20. 
Form of a Deed. 

[ See Section 50. ] 

Know all men by these presents, that A B , and C D , 

liis wife, of the township of , in the county of , 

and State of Michigan, party of the first part, for and in consideration 

of the sum of dollars, to them paid by the district board of 

School District No , of the township, county, and State aforesaid, 

the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, do hereby grant, bargain, 

sell and conyey to School District No , the party of the second part, 

and their assigns forever, the following described parcel of land, namely : 
[Here insert description] ; together with all the privileges and appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging, to have and to hold the same to the said 
party of the second part, and their assigns, forever. And the said party 
of the first part, for themselves, their heirs, executors, and administra- 
tors, do covenant, grant, bargain and agree, to and with the said party 
of the second part, and their assigns, that at the time of the ensealing 
and delivery of these presents, they were well seized of the premises 
above conveyed, as of a good, sure, perfect, absolute and indefeasible 
estate of inheritance in the law, in fee simple, and that the said lands and 
premises are free fix)m all encumbrances whatever ; and that the above 
baigained premises, in the quiet and peaceable possession of the said party 
of second part, and their assigns, against all and every person or per- 
sons lawftilly claiming or to claim the whole or any part thereof, they 
will forever warrant and defend. 

In witness whereof, the said A B , and C D , his wife, 

party of the first part, have hereunto set their hands and seals, this 

day of , A. D. 18... 

A B..-., [seal.] 

C D , [seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered;in presence of 

H.— I...., 
J-...K 

Bemark 1. In order to protect the district in its title to a site, the deed 
thereof must be recorded m the county register's oflSce. 

Bemark B. If the land conveyed is less than $100 in value, no revenue 
stamp is'required. If valued at more than |100, the deed will require a 
stamp, as follows : 

16 
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Exceeding $ 100, and not exceeding $500, 50 cts. 

600 " " 1,000 |1 00 

1,000 '' " 2,500 3 00 

2,600 ** " 5,000 5 00 

5,000 '' '' io,ooa 10 00 



' It will readily be seen how the precediag form sbouid be varied, la ca«e the person, 
glyiog a deed is unmarried. 



No. 21, 

Form of a Lease, 

[ See Section 60. jj 

Know all men by these presents, that A B , of the township of 

, in the county of , and State of Michigan, of 

tlie first part, for the consideration herein mentioned, does hereby lease 

imto School District Ko , in the township, county, and State afore> 

said, party of the second part, and their assigns, the following parcel of 
land, to wit : [Here insert description,] with all the privileges and appur- 
tenances thereunto belonging ; to have and to hold the same for and during 

the term of years from the day of , 

A. D. 18... And the said party of the second part, for themselves and 
their assigns, do covenant and agree to pay the said party of the first 
part, for the said premises, the annual rent of dollars. 

In testimony whereof, the said parties have hereunto set their hands 
and seals, this day of , A. D. 18... 

A B , [SBAL.] 

Lessor. 



C— D....J 



[seal.] 



Dittriet Board of 8(AmiI District No , of the aforesaid Township. 

signed and sealed in the preeeoce of , 

I.... J...., 

K-...L 

Bemarks. If the district proposes to build of brick on a leased lot, (a 
very improbable thing,) it must have a lease for ninety-nine years ; and if 
it proposes to build a frame house, the lease must be for fifty or more 
years, or a clause inserted in the lease authorizing the district to remove 
the house. (Sec. 69.) 

A lease, like a deed, must be recorded in the register's ofiSce, in order 
to protect the district in its title to a site. 

A perpetual lease requires the same stamp as a deed. 



The lessor will probably want a copy of the lease. If so, a duplicate shauld be made 
and signed as above, and placed on file with the director, to be delivered with other pap«r» 
of his office to his successor. 
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No. 22. 
Form of Warrant on the Tovonship Treasurer for Library Moneys, 

[ See Sections 107, 109, and 110. ] 

To fhs Treasurer of the Township of , County of ,. 

Mk^Ugan: 

Pay to the order of , the sum of dollars, from 

iny library moneys now in your hands, or to come into your hands, the 
lame being for library books purchased for the library of said township. 

Dated at , this day of , 18... 

A-...B...., 
C-...D...., 
E....F...., 
Township Boanrd of School Inspectors, 

Bmark, In case of a township haying district libraries, the library 
iBOiiejB are payable to the districts, ana on the order of the district 
offloen. (See form 10.) 
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No. 24. — Continued, 

[Inspectors are respectfully requested, in connection with Form 24, in 
addition to the statistics furnished by the Directors* Beports, to fill the 
following blanks, the data for which are in their own hands :] 



1 

2 

s 

4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 



No. of Volumes inTowa Library 

No. Volumes added to Towa Library duriug ibe year 

Whole number of meetings held by Inspectors 

Total number of Visits made to the Schools 

No. of Private or Select Schools in township 

No. of Scholars in such Schools, as nearly as may be known 

Amount voted at the Spring Election for Libraries 

Amount of Fines, Penalties, &c., received from Co. Treasurer for Libraries 

Amount paid for Books for township Libraries 

Am't paid or due the Board of Inspectors for services for the School year.. 



TEXT BOOKS PBBSCBIBED BY THE DISTBICT B0ABD8. 
N, B.—Oive the TiOes of the BookSj and the number of Schools in whiek tueh Book it Ai 
Spelling Books , 



mr * 



Readers . 



Writing Books 

Mental Arithmetics. 

Arithmetics 

Book-Keeping 

Algebras 



^■t.( 



>••! 



••^fl 



Geometries.. 
Geographies 



Grammars. 



Natural Philosophies. 



Chemistries. 



Pbjrsiologies •••••• 

We do hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct abstract of the Beports of tbcPI- 
rectors of School Districts in this Township, for the School Year next preoedlng tteiM 
llonday of September, 16.., which reports are now en file in the o£Bice of the TiiHiNilp 
Clerk. 

) r P.O. 

>Scl^iol Inspectors, < 

yJbum Clerk, P.O. •*• 

Dated at , County of October 18.... 



\ 
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SCHOOL ARCHITECTURE. 



9 chapter on School Architecture pablished in 1864 is here 
ted/ with each modifications and additions as have been 
ed necessary. New designs have been obtained^ and all 
yrements discassed. 

tonTcnient school-house is one of the requisites to a suc- 
il sohooL A poor and ill contrived school building dis- 
;ges effort, hinders the school labors, lessens the love of 
ing, degrades education in the public esteem, and in all 
fluences stands as a perpetual obstacle to all progress of 
ition in its vicinity. On the contrary, a tasteful, elegant 
well-arranged school-house, is a perpetual stimulant of 
itional spirit and enterprise. Attracting pupils by its 
by, it inspires their respect for the learning of which it is 
tting home, and by its convenience aids the labors of both 
er and scholars. 

IS one of the surest signs of progress in our educational 
ests, that the school-houses are steadily improving; that 
ice of the old buildings, small and inconvenient, there are 
ging up large, costly, and beautiful school-houses, at once 
uents and blessings to the communities by whose wise 
c liberality they were erected. 

is to be regretted that, in some instances, after a large 

y of money and labor, in the erection of a fine edifice of 

external appearance, serious defects are found in the plan 

relates to the school work. The district finds itself in 

)ssion of a beautiful piece of architecture, but with a very 

school-house. A better appreciation of the real and 

itial conditions of a good school-house will, in time, lead 

17 
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to an avoidance of these expensive mistakes. With the growth 
of educational science and art, and with the attainment of 
clearer views of the tme processes and proper methods of in- 
stmction, will come an improved school architecture which 
will furnish to true and well ordered schools, suitable and con- 
venient school-houses. 

No greater folly can well be conceived than the ezpenditnie 
of $75,000 or even $100,000, as has been done, in erecting a 
beautiful school edifice; beautiful at least in the external 
appearance, yet with the internal arrangements as inconven- 
ient as they could well be made; entirely destitute of ventila- 
tion, except it may be a diminutive opening in the waU near 
the ceiling. It is as important to consult an experienced 
teacher in building a convenient school-house, as it is to seek 
the advice of an experienced house-wife, in planning a con- 
venient dwelling house. 

GHABAGTEBISTICS OF A GOOD SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

The essential characteristics of a good school-house are, hi, 
a sufficient amount of space to accommodate the school and its 
classes; 2d, a convenient distribution of room in halls and 
school rooms to allow free movement of the classes and of the 
entire school, without crowding or confusion; 3d, an arrange- 
ment of lights such as will throw an equal and sufficient illumi- 
nation throughout the rooms; and, 4th, adequate provisions 
for warming and ventilating the rooms. To these may be added 
as desirable features, ample and pleasant school grounds, good 
walks and out-houses, and a fine architecture. • 

No one can so well arrange the school rooms and halls as the 
one who has had to do with them for years, and knows jtuA 
how to plan them to make them convenient It is the business 
of the architect to arrange the rooms and halls so as to seoore 
symmetry of design; but to plan a convenient school-house 
with rooms and halls well arranged, requires an experienced 
and common-sense teacher. 
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SCHOOL-HOUSE SITES. 

"WiOoL a little care in selecting a school site, and in preserving 
Qie native trees already growing, beantifnl school grounds 
oonld be secured with little expense. What is more unattrac^ 
tive than a dingy, ill-constructed school-house, thrust into the 
public street, without tree or shrub, to relieve the desolate 
appearance? 

Sites for school-houses are usually selected with reference to 
the cxmvenience of the pupils who are to be sent to school. A 
oentral location is preferred above all other& But there is one 
consideration that should precede even this of convenience; 
that is tJie health of the children. A house built on low and wet 
gioond vrill have continually arising from the soil beneath and 
around it unwholesome exhalations, which, mingling constantly 
with the air in the school, will seriously affect every child of 
delicate organization, and, in the course of years, destroy life 
itself. The school-house should be built on a high and dry 
piece of ground, well drained if not gravel. Even the vicinity 
of a malarious swamp or low ground is to be avoided, as we 
vrould avoid the presence of a slow but fatal poison in the air. 
A gravel knoll is also desirable, since it affords a dry approach 
to the school-house, and prevents the carrying of so much mud 
and ftlth into the school-room. 

The school grounds should embrace not less than an acre in 
extent, even in the country, so as to allow the house to be set 
wen back from the dusty road, and to furnish play-grounds 
vrithin tiie fences. A convenient form for school grounds will 
be found to be an area of 10 rods front by 16 rods deep, with 
ihe school-house set back six rods from the road. The grounds 
should be strongly fenced, the yards in the rear of the school- 
house being invariably separated by a high and tight board 
fence, the front grounds being planted with ornamental and 
shade trees. For a small school, an area of 8 rods front by 10 
rods deep may be sufficient, the school-house being set back 
four rods from the front. 
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WABMING AND VENTILATION. 

The builders of school-houses should give their chief atten- 
tion to the provisions for warming and ventilating the rooma 
These naturally go together, and neither can be best accom- 
plished without the aid of the other. To warm a room, we 
need to supply hot air and get rid of cold air; to ventilate, we 
need to supply fresh air and get rid of foul air; in both cases 
we need a provision to empty the room and to refill it, con- 
stantly, and if our fresh air can be made hot air, then the ven- 
tilation and warming become one. 

Ventilation becomes easy as soon as it is known that it is 
embraced in these two essential operations, viz: 1st, to supply 
fresh air; 2d« to expel foul air. It is evident that fresh air 
cannot be crowded into a room unless the foul air id permitted 
to pass freely out; and certainly the fotd air will not go ovi 
without fresh air comes in to fill its place. It is useless to open 
ventilating flues, as I have seen in some of our school-houses^ 
for the egress of bad air, while there is no provision for draw- 
ing in a supply of fresh air. If the flues worked at all, it woulcl 
be simply to empty the room of all air — an impossibility. 

When a building is warmed with furnaces which throw ffl 
constant streams of hot air, all that is needed for ventilation is 
foul air flues opening at the floor, to carry off the cold and 
foul air which will be pressed downward by the hot air whidi 
rises at once to the top of the room. 

But when stoves are used a special provision needs to b6 
made for a supply of fresh air; for without such provision tb^ 
stove will only slowly warm the air already in the room as i^ 
chances to come in contact, and the heated air, escaping b5 
crevices, will be replaced by cold air through other crevice^ 
and the room will necessarily be either poorly warmed or badl5 
ventilated. 

In the plans of school-houses given in this work, it is pr^ 
posed to bring a large supply of fresh, pure air, from outside 
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of the fonndaiion walls by means of a large box tube mnniDg 
under the floor, and opening beneath the stove. It is recom^ 
mended that the fresh air thus introduced, be confined for a 
little^ near the stove by a sheet iron screen fastened tightly to 
the floor around the stove and opening over the top, or that the 
air be passed through a hollow drum on the top of the stove* 
But better stiU, where it can be afforded, will be found Chilson's 
portable furnaces^ or Buttan's air warmers. These are provided 
with flues to carry the cold air through the stove and send it 
out well heated. 

A supply of fresh warm air being thus provided for, ventilating 
flues are provided to take the cold and bad air from the floor 
and carry it off above the roof. In most of the plans, the ven- 
tilating flues are built in the chimney to give the benefit of the 
draft which will be created by the heat of the chimney. 

The simplest plan for ventilating school-rooms where stoves 
are used, is to commence to build the chimney on the floor, 
building a small fireplace and hearth. Let the fireplace 
be so built as to receive a register instead of an ordinary screen. 
This should be so set as to be easily removed when necessary. 
Place the stove in one comer of the room; it should be famished 
with a hollow drum; into this a tin tube of the ske of the 
opening in the drum should be inserted, coming from the out- 
side of the house. This tube should have a damper, by means 
of which the air from without can be shut off when desired* 
Let the stove-pipe pass from the stove to the center of the 
room, and then to the chimney, in the back part of the room* 

This arrangement would secure constant and complete ven^ 
tilation, without the admission of cold currents of air, as all 
the air becomes heated in passing through the drum on the top 
of the stove. If at any time there should be too large a flow 
of air, this could be shut off by using the damper. 
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UOHTING. 

Care has been taken in all the plans specially prepared for 
this book, to provide for lighting the rooms by windows in the 
rear and both sides of the school-rooms. No windows have been 
admitted far enough front to permit the light to fall in the faces 
of the children. 

The windows should reach, as near as practicable, to the ceil- 
ing, in order to throw their light well into the room. A north- 
em light has been preferred by some as more equal; but it is 
desirable, when practicable, that the pupils shall sit facing the 
north, and the sunlight coming through southern windows is 
more cheerful and healthful. When too bright or warm, it 
should be softened by curtains. 

A great mistake has been made in some of the school-houses 
in this State, by seating them in such a way as to haye all the 
pupils in the room face the windows. Such an arrangement 
cannot be otherwise than injurious to the eyes of the pupils, 
as the strong light is constantly shining into them. Pupils 
should always be seated with their backs to the windows. 
There should be no windows in front of them. 

WALKS AND SOBAPEBS. 

Qood plank walks from the front gates to the doors should 
never be wanting, and good iron scrapers, easily made by nail- 
ing a strip of band iron on the edge of the platform or door- 
steps, should be provided. The ground about school-houses 
gets trodden into mire in wet weather, and, without these 
walks and scrapers, the house is soon filled with mud, which 
drying into fine dust, soon fills the atmosphere and covers the 
desks and clothes. 

The three following designs are selected from the school 
edifices of Chicago: 

The first is called the Cottage Grove School. The building 
is of wood, two stories high, and the general arrangement of 
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sohool-rooms and wardrobes is the same as that of the larger 
buildings. The general plan of all the school buildings of Chi- 
cago is the same. The bmldings are nearly square, very plain 
in their exterior, but little being expended for mere ornament. 
They generally have three entrances, — one in front for the teach- 
ers and yisitors, and one from either side for the pupils, the boys 
and girls entering from different sides. The side doors open into 
shall that passes entirely across the building, dividing it m the 
centre. Another hall leads from the front door back to the 
centre halL Doors open from the centre hall directly into the 
wardrobes, which are sufficiently wide to admit of easy passage; 
from these wardrobes, doors open into the school-rooms. The 
pupils therefore, as they come into the hall, pass through the 
wardrobe to enter the school-room, while the teacher enters 
the room directly from the hall that leads from the front door. 
Each room has a small closet for the use of the teacher. Each 
building is divided into four rooms. These are furnished with 
eeats fronting the centre of the building. 

Each room is well lighted, by windows so arranged as to 
throw no light into the faces of the pupils, all of it coming 
from behind, or falling at the side of them. 

The Superintendent of the schools expressed himself as 
entirely satisfied with this arrangement of the buildings. He 
believed no better plan could be devised. The square form 
gave more room than any other, and the rooms were better 
situated to be easily lighted, heated, and ventilated. Most of 
the school buildings of Chicago are heated by steam. The 
reminder use furnaces. 

The Cottage Grove School building is 77x68 feet; it contains 
eight rooms; each 27x33 feet, each school-room having a ward- 
robe attached, 5x27 feet There is also a reception room in the 
front on the 2d floor over the entrance haU, (E,) 10x23 feet. 
The building is heated by one Lawson furnace and four stoves. 
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and is seated throughout with Chase's single cherry seats and 
desks. The arrangement of this bmlding is easily understood 
by reference to accompanying plans: 




COTTAGE GROVE SCHOOL— First Story. 



A — School-Rooms. 
B — Wardrobes. 
C — Teachers' Closets. 
D — Entrance Hall. 
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feet in area, cut off from the corridor running towaids the 
front of the honsa ' 

The wardrobes of the second floor are only a half sioiy in 
height, by which room is afforded for dressing rooms for fhe 
teachers, with entrances from the landing, famished with water- 
closets, wash bowls, and all modem toilet conTeniences. The 
design also contemplates appliances for washing in every ward- 
robe of the building. The fourth floor contains two school- 
rooms, each having a spacious wardrobe and teachers' doeet, 
and an assembly or exhibition hall sixty-five by thirty-three fert 
in area, with two wardrobes and teachers' closets. The school- 
rooms are wainscoted two and one-half feet from the floor with 
ash, oiled and varnished, above which are black-boards four 
feet wide, extending entirely around the rooms. The corridors 
are wainscoted five feet, and the wardrobes seven feet high 
with ash, oiled and varnished. Each room haa independent 
ventilating shafts in both the exterior and interior walls. The 
43uilding is sixty-nine by eighty-seven feet on the ground, and 
«ach school-room is twenty-seven by thirty-three feet in area. 
The rooms of the first story are twelve feet four inches in the 
xdear; of the second and third stories, thirteen feet six inches; 
jmd bf the fourth story, fourteen feet ten inches. 

The exterior is entirely devoid of ornamentation, save in its 
bold, projecting buttresses which form the ventilating and 
chimney shafts before mentioned, and its deeply recessed door- 
ways, with their massive buttresses on each side. The build- 
ing is to be warmed by a low-pressure steam apparatus, the 
boiler being located in a separate building, at the rear of the 
.main building. Ventilation is to be secured by the use of a 
fan in the basement, driving the heated air in winter, and 
cooled air in summer. 

Each of the rooms, including the hall, is furnished with sixty- 
three single combination desks and seats of the most approved 
pattern and workmanship, from the manufactory of Messra 
ifieorge & 0. W. Sherwood, of Chicago. 
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The oats ol these bnildiagB were famiahed b; J. L. Pickard, 
iq., Saperintendent of Fablio Sobools, of Chicago. The 
scription of them was taken from his ^ery able reports of 
67 and 1868. 
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CARPENTER SCHOOL— Skcokd A^D Thibd Stobikb, 
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CARPENTER SCHOOL— Fourth Stohy. 

THE HAVEN gOHOOl. BUILDING. 

By tiie ooortesy of the Arohiteot, 0^. P. Bandall, of Cbioago, 
we are permitted to exhibit here the plans of the HftTen school- 
house, Chicago, wMoh is pioDonnoed by Sapeiintendent Wells 
the best school-house in that city. Onlj the fir^ and fourth 
floors are shown here; the second and third floors being similar 
to the first. The orruDgement by which the pnpUs pass 
tbiongh the wardrobes in going to or from the school-zooms, 
greatly' facilitates the entrance and diamiBsal of the schools. 
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HAVEN SCHOOL—Qbousd Plook. 

A A A A — School-Rooms. 

B B B B — Waniroties. 

C C C C — Teachers' ClOBCts. 
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HAVEN SCHOOL— Fourth Floor. 



The Hayen sohool-building, Chicago, Illinois, was named 
after Imther Hawn, President of the Board of Education of 
Chicago, at the time of its erection. It is located on Wabash 
avenue, on a lot with 150 feet front The building is three 
stories high, with a basement and attic. The plans here shown 
are of the principal storj and the attic; the latter of which 
(4th floor,) is 14 feet high in the dear, and contains a hall 6G 
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feet by 38 feet 8 inches, for general exercises of the school, with 
closets for apparatus, teachers' closets, and wardrobes attached; 
and a gymnasinm in which the female pupils of the school may 
exercise in inclement weather. Owing to the peculiar con- 
struction of the roof, this attic story is quite as serviceable for 
the purpose for which it was designed, as would have been 
either of the full stories, and it cost much less. 

The basement is mainly divided into four large rooms, with 
corridors and stairways; one of the rooms being used for fuel, 
and the balance as a place of recreation for the boys in foul 
weather. 

The principal or ground floor has four school-rooms, each 
having a wardrobe and teachers' closet attached; spacious cor- 
ridors, with entrances on each side of the house for pupils, and 
a principal entrance in front. The side doors do not open 
directly into the corridors, but into vestibules, from which other 
doors open to the corridors, and also to the stairways leading 
to the basement. 

The second and third floors only differ from the flrst in hav- 
ing windows in place of the outside doors and vestibules of 
the first floor; and the second floor has a reception or princi- 
pal's retiring room, about 10 by 20 feet, cut off from that part 
of the corridor toward the front of the house. 

In passing to and from the school-rooms, the pupils vnll 
generally pass through the wardrobes. Each of these rooms 
are wainscoted from the floor about 2| feet high, and the cor- 
ridors and wardrobes from 5 to 7 feet, with boards, neatly 
grained and varnished, (as is all the interior wood-work,) and 
above this, on each side of the rooms, are black-boards. 

The rooms are ventilated through the large ventilating shafts 
or buttresses in the exterior walls. The building is 68 by 86 
feet on the ground, and each school-room 27 by 33 feet, and 
thirteen feet high. The exterior is in a plain Americo-Italian 
style of architecture; is entirely devoid of anything like orna- 
mentation, save in its bold, projecting buttresses, which form 
the ventilating and chimney shafts before mentioned; its deeply 
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recessed doorway in fronts with massive buttresses on each 
side; and its elegant mansard root, the steep, sloping sides 
which, ooYcred with slate, and pierced with dormer windows, 
gives it altogether a nniqne and pleasing effect ExtemaUji 
the finish of the basement, to the principal floor, is stone* 
Above this the building is faced with red, pressed brick, and 
has stone dressings to doors, windows, buttresses, &c. 

The building is warmed by a boiler located in a room at the 
rear of the building, H, rising no higher than the basement 
The whole amount of pipe for the steam, is 13,294 feet; there 
being in each room 161 square feet of radiating surface, or one 
square foot of radiating surface to 76 cubic feet of air. 

The Haven school-building is designed to accommodate 756 
pupils. 

SOHOOL-HOnSBS IN ADBIAN. 

By the politeness of the Board of Education of the city of 
Adrian, the plates for engravings of their school buildings have 
been famished for this work, and part of which are inserted. 
The Central building is the frontispiece. There are more 
expensive buildings in the State; but in architectural style, as 
well as in its perfect interior arrangement of halls, stairways, 
rooms, heating and ventilating, it must take precedence of all. 
It is only to be regretted that the site could not be larger; 
though it is as large as could well be expected, in the hearfc of 
so dense a population as surrounds it. 

The general plan of the building, both exterior and interior^ 
was designed by F. E. Stebbins, Esq., now President of the 
Board of Education, and the details of style and ornamenta- 
tion, &C., were worked up in accordance with the plan, by Mr. 
A. Barrows, Architect, of Adrian. Mr. Stebbins had the gen-* 
eral superintendence of its construction, and the people award 
him high praise for the economy with which it was erected. 
Scarcely any one fails to express surprise that it could be built 
for seventy-five thousand dollars. I speak of this, in illustra- 

19 
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«qaal valne, wiUioat an Architect. No man, unless he is a pro- 
fessional Architect, or a mechanic of so much natural taste and 
experience that he is such practically, can plan the details of a 
large building that will command admiration. Some men may 
think they can; and good Architects sometimes spoil a building 
because the owner thinks he knows the most, and insists upon 
his own way. 

But it is not enough that we employ a man calling himself 
an Architect. This profession, as well as others, has its quacks • 
One is a mere copyist, and can do nothing except what he finds 
in the books, or what he has seen others do. Such a man will 
prove skillfal in piling on the expense, if in nothing else. 
Another has forms of beauty struggling for deyelopment, in 
his own mind, never yet put upon paper, or wrought into the 
massive pile. He will, perhaps, accomplish more in the effect 
produced, with thirty thousand dollars, than another can with 
forty thouBand. In employing an Architect, therefore, take 
care.' Leam the cost of buildings designed by different men, 
and employ him who has shown ability not only to plan the best 
building, but to do it at the least expense. 

The Madison school-house is a good, but plain building, 
costing sixteen thousand dollars, — such a house as the district 
wanted. Suppose ten per cent, or merely one year's interest 
on the cost, had been added for mere ornament. It would 
have made it equal to the North Branch house, in Adrian, 
which cost $13,000 in 1861. Is it not the first impression upon 
the mind that the latter would cost considerably the most ? Or, 
take the High School building at Winona, costing $42,000. 
Suppose in a fit of economy, or parsimony, or poverty, ten per 
cent., or $4,200 expended for style had been saved. The build- 
ing must have been as plain as that at Madison, looking all the 
more unsightly in proportion to its greater size. 

These remarks, of course, are applicable to buildings con- 
structed of imperishable material. If a district is obliged to 
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ornamentation beyond that of simple neatness; and this ean^ 
be obtained withont other expense than that of moderately 
moulded architectures for doors and windows, with walkr 
wainscoted all around below the black-boards, inside blinds' 
to the windows, and the whole grained in imitation of oak, 
ash, or other light woods. 

<*Bat it is the arrangement and perfection of these andl 
nnmerons other details, that goes to make np a model school- 
honse; and while it is not necessary that money should be 
spent in useless ornamentation, there are certain things that 
are absolutely necessary in a modem school building; and no 
community in which there are children to be educated, is sa 
poor that it cannot afford a decent school-house.'* 

But a word with regard to the expense. If a man pays a( 
dollar in cash and gets an equivalent in something else, he has 
incurred an expense, but he has lost nothing. The money paid* 
for shoeing a horse increases its practical value vastly more 
than the expense. The same is true concerning the paint upon 
a house. The value is much more than returned, without ref- 
erence to ornament. So, money expended for a school-house^ 
is not merely a waste incident to education, bringing no mate- 
rial return; but it is doubtful whether there is a school-house 
in the State, where the property in the district is not increased' 
by its erection more than the cost. Take a country district of 
six sections of land, with fifty children. It will necessarily be- 
a tolerably well-settled, thrifty community of farmers, with well 
cultivated farms. Let them bmld a school-house costing two' 
thousand dollars. Can any one doubt that the 8,840 acres of 
land in the district, with all its improvements, will be increased* 
in value more than that amount ? On the other hand, let such' 
a district lose such a house by fire. Does any man believe he' 
could sell his farm for as much as before, into fifty-two cents' 
per acre? That would be about each acre's proportion of the' 
loss.' But, further: Let the district resolve that it will not re^ 
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A — Fire-place and Chimney. 

B — Teacher's Platform. 

C — Stove. 

D — Wardrobes. 

E — Entrance Hall. 

E is the front hall, with a door directly to the school-room 
for teachers and visitors, (never for pupils, as a rule), and to 
the right and left into wardrobes D; one for boys and one for 
girls, from which they pass, respectively, through another door 
to the school-room. 
B is the platform, and F, the teacher's dosei 
is the stove, the pipe going to the right, and turning at 
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right angles throagh the center of the room to the chimney, 
A, which has a small fire-place, with hearth, with register for 
the outlet of cold and impnre air. 

The side windows nearest the front are inserted for external 
appearance; bat it would be well to permanently dose them 
on the interior. The remaining four side windows, and two in 
the rear (not shown in the diagram), are amply sufficient; and 
all should be famished with substantial inside blinds. Outside 
blinds go soonest to decay, and they are so inconvenient, that 
they will often fail to be opened or shut when they should be. 
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!(«• as.— Intenuedlmte Cnrred FoMlDK Btrnt* 

Two bights, 13 and 14 inches. Length, 3 feet 3 inches. 

N«> S5>-*Ctraini>i«r Foldlns SmU. 

Two bights, 15 and 16 inches. Length, 3 feet 6 inches. 

No. Sfi.— Prlmaiy Cnired Foldlns SMtt. 

Two hights, 11 and 13 inches. Length, 8 feet. 
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TO SCHOOL OFFICERS. 



In doBiBg this work, a few remarks to school officers in 
z^^gard to their labors and duties, seem desirable. 

The number of officers who are concerned, and most of them 
iixtimately so, in the administration of the school laws in the 
State is now about nineteen thousand. This includes county 
mperintendents, county clerks and treasurers, town treasurers 
Axid superrisors, school inspectors and district officers. It would 
bo surprising indeed, if, in this great number, there were not 
^i^uuiy who failed to perform their duties at all times wisely and 
'^qU — some from ignorance of their duty, and some — ^perhaps 
>>^ore — ^from inattention and carelessness. And yet, not a faU- 
^^3^ can be made without its unhappy effect upon the great 
Cause. These officers have the raising, safe keeping and dis- 
posal of about two and a half million dollars per annum. How 
^C'e the million people for whom they do the business, to know 
^^'^at these funds are safely kept and properly applied? Only 
by the accounts being carefolly kept and correctly reported. 

. ^Che men who handle large sums are generally competent, 

^^d fed the importance sufficiently to secure faithfulness and 

^^^^3^ireotne8& But most of this money goes, at length, into 

*^e hands of the district officers; and the responsibility is 

^^ded among some fifteen thousand men. As the amount 

^^XKiinishes, a man is inclined to feel less responsibility; until 

^o has an impression that a record kept in his head is all that 

^ Necessary, and bis memory the only ledger required. And 

'^^ it is just as important in fact, that the accounts of two 

^>^d a half million kept by fifteen thousand men, should be cor- 

22 
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and the cordiality with which, from one end of the State to the 
other, he is everywhere greeted by men of all classes, laboring 
together in the great cause. Let us labor on, bearing each 
other's burdens, and forbearing with each other's failings, striv- 
ing to make the schools as perfect, and as universal in their in- 
fluence as they can be, till bigotry itself shall be disarmed, and 
every child of every class and every persuasion, shall be drawn 
to the school room, freely to obtain an education, that shall, 
with proper moral influences, make them virtuous and useful 
citizens. 

This is a work we can never finish. So long as men are bom 
to ignorance, they must be trained to intelligence. Ignorance 
and vice have no remedy in themselves. The enlightenment 
must come from those who are themselves somewhat enlight- 
ened. The parent must educate the child. The combined in- 
telligence ol the State has provided a system of schools alike 
free to all, but it is only by the individual interest and effort 
of the people that the system can be imbued with vitality, and 
the schools be made productive of their highest blessings. 
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The figures immediately following the subject refer to the section of the law. 

A. 

Page. 

Apportionment : notice of, to County Clerks 11 

incase of defective reports 11 

when it may be made the next year 13 

by Town Clerk, 97,98 60, 61 

, to fractional districts, in which town, 139 74 

Acceptance : district ofllcers to file, with Director, 5, 147, 149,.. 16, 78 

Assessor: to pay orders of Director, 32- 28 

to appear in suits at law, except when a party, 36 28 

and moderator may hire teacher, 39 30 

with moderator , to audit director *s account ,48 32 

warrants on town treasurer payable to, 53 34 

to give bond, 61 41 

money paid to, from old district, 78 52 

to certify j udgment to supervisor and director, 125 70 

may be removed by the town board, 136 73 

to collect damage of supervisor, 141 75 

elected by trustees of graded school, 149 78 

B. 

Bond: to be given by assessor, 61 41 

lodged with moderator, 62 42 

of chairman of board of inspectors, 69 45 

of chairman filed with town clerk, 70 46 

county treasurer liable on, 160 85 

for money loaned, 170 89 

Board of Education: election of. 8 

to contract for books, 4 108 

to give diplomas to normal graduates 107 

C. 

Constitutional Provisions 7 

Compensation : teachers', to be in writing, 39 29 

of district officers, 49 33 

limited to inspectors, 87, 91 58, 59 

for site, determined by jury, 154 82 

of certain officers, 168 88 

County Superintendents* Law 92-97 
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tDHAiKMAN : of first meeting — his duties, 4 14 

to give oath to challenged voter, 16 21 

may arrest disorderly person, 29 26 

of board of school inspectors, 68 45 

of first meeting — penalty for neglect, 129 71 

County Clekk : general duties of. 111 , 112 66 

penalty for failure to transmit report ,134 72 

County Treabuker : to apportion library moneys, 116 67 

interest fund payable to, 119 69 

to apply for school moneys, 126, 69 

money for site deposited with, 160 85 

to pay moneys on order of judge, &c. , 167 88 

County Superintndent : election of, 2 92 

term of, commences May 1st, 3..: _ 92 

^compensation of, 4 _ 93 

general duties of, 6-13 93-96 

vacancy filled by State Superintendent ,14 97 

certain districts exempt from supervision ,15 97 

counties with less than 10 districts not to have, 18 97 

Certificate : teacher without, money not paid to, 60 41 

given by inspectors, 85 _ 57 

not given to incompetent person, 88 ._ 58 

may be annulled, 90 _ .._ 58 

of judgment, to supervisor, 125-128 _ 70 

'Challenge : of voter, 16, 17 21 

when made after voting, 18 22 

Census: when taken — ^who included, 41 31 

non-residents attending school not included in, 137 _.. 74 

D. 

Director : to record notice of first meeting, 4 14 

regular election of, and acceptance, 5 _ 15 

when to appear for district m suit at law, 36 28 

to be district clerk, 37 - 28 

to keep record, &c., 38 29 

to contract with teacher, 39 29 

when to take census, 41 _ 81 

to keep house in repair, provide &c. ,48 32 

to report estimated expenses to annual meeting, 49 33 

to give notice of district meetings, 50 33 

to draw books from town library, 51, 115 33, 67 

to distribute books ,52 34 

to draw and sign warrants on town treasurer, 53 34 

• to make annual report, 54-- _ 34 

a member of district board, 55 87 

to require bond of assessor, 61 41 

to prosecute bond of assessor, 62 42 

to record report of board , of ftmds and taxes, 64 42 

of frl. district — ^to whom to make report, 81 65 

to make partial report — ^to whom, 82 56 

apportionment reported to , b v town clerk ,98 61 

tax reported to, by town clerk, 104 62 

to (Collect fines for damage to books, 117 68 

judgment against district certified to, 125 70 

penalty for neglect, 130 71 

may be removed by town board, 136 78 

elected by trustees of graded school, 149 78 

.and moderator to issue bonds, 170 80 
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Page 

DiSTKiCT Board : to estimate expense and report to supervisor, 24_ 24 

may call special meeting, 12 19 

when to determine length of school, 25 25 

director clerk of, 37 28 

two of, required to sign contract with teacher, 39 29 

who constitute board, 56 37 

to report taxes to supervisor, 56 _ 37 

may buy books for poor children — shall prescribe text books, 

make rules, &c., 57 _ 38 

may admit non-resident pupils, suspend or expel, 68, 164 39, 86 

to buy, lease, build and sell, 69 40 

to apply school moneys, 60 40 

to report finances at annual meetings, 63 , 64 42 

to have custody of school-house, 65 _ _ 43 

to fill vacancy within ten days, 66 43 

when appointed by inspectors, 146 77 

when changed to six trustees, 148 - 78 

when to locate site, 153 81 

to issue bonds, 170 89 

duties of, concerning library, 2 102 

District Officers : elected for three years, 5 15 

to file acceptance within ten days, 5 16 

town treasurer to pay money on warrant of, 109 65 

penalties agamst, 129, 130, 136 71, 73 

when appointed by inspectors, 146 77 

Diplomas : of normal school, 107 

E. 

Election: of district officers, 5, 148, 15, 78 

legal voters at, 145 76 

of moderator^d few., 29 27 

to fill vacancy, 66 43 

if not held, inspectors to appoint, 146, 149 77, 78 

of district librarian, 2 102 

Expenses : for repairs and appendages raised by tax, 23, 23 

of director, how audited and paid, 48 32 

F. 

Fines: apportioned by county treasurer for libraries, 116 9, 67 

for damage to books, 118 68 

Form: of notice to taxable inhabitant, No. 1 Ill 

of notice for first meeting, No. 2 Ill 

of indorsement upon notice. No. 3 112 

of acceptance by district officers. No. 4 112 

of notice of annual meeting. No. 5 113 

♦of request for special meetmg. No. 6 113 

of notice for special meeting. No. 7 114 

of teacher's contract. No. 8 114 

of order upon assessor. No. 9 116 

of warrant upon town treasurer. No. 10 115 

of report of board to supervisor, No. 11 116 

of assessor's bond. No. 12 116 

of chairman of inspector's bond, No. 13 117 

of appointment of officers by board. No. 14 118 

of appointment of officers by inspectors. No. 15 118 

of teacher's certificate, No. 16 - 119 

of notice of meeting to examine teachers. No. 17 119 

of notice for reexamination. No. 18 120 

of certificate of inspectors fixing site. No. 19 120 
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FoBM: of deed, No. 20 121 

of lease, No. 21 132 

of warrant on town treasurer, No. 22 123 

of directors' report, No. 23 124, 125 

of inspectors' report, No. 24 126-128 

G. 

Graded aio) High Schools, 148-152 78-81 

change of boundaries, 165 87 

I. 

Instruction: to be in the Englisli language ^ 

of school funds inviolable _ J 

cannot be paid unqualified teacher, 60 - 4j 

Interest: fund, when apportioned, 119 6^ 

on judgment against district, 128 7^ 

on money lost by certain officers, 132-134 7^ 

on bonds not to exceed ten per cent. , 170 - 8^ 

district may raise tax to pay, 171 89 

J. 

Judgment : execution not to be issued on, 124 70 

how collected, 125 70 

when party to report to supervisor, 126 - 70 

if fractional district, all supervisors notified , 127 70 

supervisors to assess, 128 70 

against district forsite, 159 _ 85 

L. 

Library : township, director to draw books, 51 _ 33^ 

to be distributed by director, 52...- _ - 34 

to receive money collected on chairman 's bond ,70 46 

inspector's duties relative to, 73 _ 49^ 

township or district, 114 66 

how distributed, 115,117 _ - 67, 68 

establishment of district libraries, 1- _ 101 

duties of district board concerning, 2 102 

district libraries to have library money, 3 - 102^ 

where library may be kept, 5 103^ 

rules for 105 

M. 

Meetings: annual, when held, U 18 

special, how called, 12, 13 19 

six and ten days' notice of, 13 19 

to be called within 12 days on request, 13. 19 

of district not illegal, without notice, 14 21 

oath of voter at, 16 21 

may adjourn — select sites, 19 2^ 

may purchase, or lease, build, or hire, 21 23 

may vote taxes for repairs, &c., 23 23 

may determine extra length of school, 24 24 

may sell school property, 26 26 

may give direction incase of law suit, 27 26 

disturber of, may be arrested, 30 27 

penalty for disturbing, 31 27 
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Meetings : director clerk of— when clerk pro tern, appointed, 37..- 38 

with assessor, to audit director's account, 48 83 

may vote tax for certain expenses, 49 33, 80 

director to give notice of, 50 _ 83 

may appoint building committee, 59 40 

board to report to, 63 43 

to fill vacancies in districtboard, 66 43 

of inspectors to examine teachers, 86 58 

township, to vote amount for libraries, 107 63 

when annual, may elect trustees, 148 78 

vacancy filled by trustees, 149 79 

may vote for high school, 150 ^ 79 

may vote tax to pay borrowed money, 171 ^ 89 

may use surplus rands for other objects, 173 , 89 

Moderator : election of, 5 15 

duties of, 29 26 

powers of, in keeping order, 30 , 27 

and assessor may hire teacher, 39 80 

and assessor audit director's expenses, 48 , 33 

to require bond of assessor, 61 ,.. 41 

penalty for neglect, 130 71 

may be removed by town board, 136 73 

elected by trustees of graded school, 149 78 

Non-Resident : board may admit to school, 58, 164 39, 86 

when he may be attached to district, 72 49 

may send to school in certain cases, 137 74 

Notice : of apportionment by superintendent to county clerks 11 

" taxable inhabitant " to serve, &c.,3 _ .13, 14 

return of, to chairman and director, 3, 4 , 14 

when second notice to be served, 7 17 

of district meetings, 12,13 19 

annual meeting not illegal for want of, 14 21 

of meeting posted on door of school-house, 50 33 

to town clerk when fractional district is formed ,81 54 

of meeting of inspectors by town clerk, 86, 91 58, 59 

of town clerk, of moneys apportioned, 98 61 

by town clerk to supervisor, of certain tax, 104 63 

by supervisor to treasiu'er, of taxes assessed, 108 65 

by town treasurer, of moneys in his hands, 109, 110 65, 66 

by superintendent to county clerks of fund apportioned, 112.. 11, 66 
by county treasurer to town clerk and treasurers, of funds, 120, 69 

penalty for not serving notice of first meeting, 129 71 

of meeting to organize united district, 152 81 

O. 

•Oath: by challenged voter, 16 31 

if false, deemed peijury, 17 21 

to be made to school census, 41 31 

P. 

Penalty : for less than legal time of school, 24, 80 24, 54 

for disturbing school meetings or school ,31 37 

neglect of taxable inhabitant or chairman ,129 71 

on district oflScers for neglect, &c., 130 71 

on inspectors, not qualifying, &c., 131 71 

on inspectors, not making report, 132 73 
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Penalty : on town clerk not transmitting report , 133 72. 

on county clerk , not transmitting report ,134 72 

removal from office by township board, 136 73. 

for neglect to assess school taxes, 141 75:. 

may be collected for damage to books, 2 1Q2> 

B. 

Rbpobt : of taxes by district board, to supervisors, 24 ^ 34i 

director to make annual ,54 _ 34- 

of district board to supervisor, of taxes, 56 37' 

of funds and taxes to annual meeting, by board, 63, 64 42- 

of school inspectors, 79. 52 

of director — ^how treated if false, 80 54 

of director in frl. district, to whom made, 81 - 55- 

of children in each township^82 - 55» 

of director — the basis of apportionment ,97 60 > 

of directors kept by town clerk, 98 61 

of inspectors— county clerk to transmit ,112 66 *• 

penalty if inspectors fail to make, 132 72 

penalty if town clerk fails to transmit, 133 72 

frl. district in town where report is made, 139 74 

of trustees to annual meeting, of funds, 151 80 

Record : of notice of first meeting, by director, 4 14 

of officers' acceptance, by director, 5 15 

of director prima facie evidence, 9 18 

to be kept of proceedings, by director, 38 29 • 

of report of board of taxes, by director, 64 42 

of certificates to be examined by inspectors ,80 ._ 54 

by clerk of board of inspectors, 96 59 

Ebsidents: right of, to attend school, 28 26 

school officer must be, 67 44 

exceptions of, in school census, 41 _ 31 

board may admit others to school, 68, 150, 164 39, 79, 86 

Removal : from the district vacates office, note ._ 45 

of house from leased site, 59 40> 

of officers by township board, 136 ^ _ 72 

of officers in graded school, 149 78 • 

S. 

School: length of, required. 24 24 

length o^ determined, 24,25 24,25 

penalty for disturbing, 31 27 

teacher for, how employed, 39 29- 

statistics of, reported by director, 54 34 

board to prescribe text books, rules , &c.,for, 57 38 

to be visited by inspector, 74 50 

when non-residents may send to, 137 74 

School District : organization of, 1-5 18-15 

whendeemed organized, 6 17 

a body corporate, 8 17 

when organized by presumption, 10 18 

meetings of, 11-14 18-21 

length of school required, 24 24 

created and altered by inspectors, 71 46 

may contain nine section of land, 71 47 

when non-residents may be attached to, 72 49 

division of property in forming new, 75, 76 51 

formed^more than one town, 81 54 
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School District : money apportioned to, by town clerk, 97, 98.-60, 61 

map of, by town clerk, 103, 103 62 

town clerk to certify tax to supervisor, 104 ^.. 62 

entitled to its own two-mill tax, 107 _ ^._. 63- 

having sectarian school to have no money , 121 69 ' 

suits against, 122-128 - 69-71 

rights of non-residents in, 137. 74 

taxes voted before division of, 138 74 

fractional, which town belonging to, 139 74 

officers of, appointed by inspectors, 147 78 

when inspectors may appoint officers of, 146 77 

with six trustees, 14S 78- 

union of, to form graded school, 152 81 

judgment against, for site, 159 85* 

to take possession of site, 162_.--- 8ft 

consent of trustees to change boundaries, 165 87 

may borrow money and issue bonds, 166 _ 87 

may vote tax for borrowed money, 171 S9 

may otherwise use surplus money, 172 89* 

School Architectuke 129^ 

School Furniture 155- 

School Officers: address to _ 169' 

ScHOOL-HOUSE : district to build, hire or buy, 21 23 

tax voted for repairs, 23 23 

limitation in tax for, 22 23 

may be sold by district, 26 26' 

kept in repair byjdirector, 48 32 

notice of meeting posted on door of, 50 33- 

restrictions in building, 59, 40 

committee may be appointed to build, 59 40* 

maybe used for public meetings, 65 43 

land taxed for, two and a half miles, 71 47 

rights of non-resident attached to district , 72 49' 

when may be sold by inspectors, 75 51 

location of— frl. district regarded in same town, 81, 139 55, 74 

money borrowed to build, 166 87 

School Inspectors : clerk of, to notify " taxable inhabitant** 1... 13- 

to determine site in certain cases, 20 23 

to prescribe rules for libraries, 52 34 

board of— chairman of, 68 46 

clerk of— board of, 69 _ 45- 

chairman of, to give bond, 69 45 

to create and alter districts, 71 46^ 

may attach non-residents, 72 49 

certain duties of, 73 49 

to appoint visitor — ^where no Co. Supt. , 74. 60* 

to apportion property in forming new districts, 75 51 

to make annual report, 79 62^ 

to ascertain if teachers were qualified, 80 64 

may form frl. districts, 81 54 

to examine teachers, if no Co. Supt., 85 5^ 

to hold meetings, if no Co. Supt., 86 5$ 

may examine teachers at other times, 87 68 

not to "qualify" incompetent teachers, 88 58 

may reexamine, and annul certificate, 90 68' 

No. of meetings of, for year, 86, 91 58, 69* 

to make report of moneys to town board, 94 69* 

town clerk to be clerk of board of, 96 ^.- 69 

warrant of , on town treasurer, 109 ^.,».- 66^ 
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Superintendent op Public Instruction: his duties 10 

to prescribe form for teachers* certificates, 85, 6 55, 93 

may grant certificates to teachers, 8 96 

to nil vacancy in oflSce of Co. Supt., 14 97 

to send lists of books to directors, 4 103 

Supervisor : to assess tax reported by board ,24 24 

to assess taxes reported to, by board, 56, 57, 84 37, 38, 56 

to assess tax reported by town clerk, 77 52 

to certify taxes to other supervisor, 84 56 

map of districts filed with by town clerk, 103 62 

tax certified to, by town clerk, 104 62 

to assess school taxes, 106, 107 63 

to certify amount to town treasurer, 108, 142 65, 75 

to assess tax to pay judgment, 125-128 70 

penalty for not assessmg taxes, 141 75 

Suit: may be brought against district, 8 17 

meeting may give directions in, 27 26 

assessor to appear for district in, 36 28 

on assesser*s bond, 62 42 

on chairman's bond, 70 46 

jurisdiction of justices in, 122 69 

summons served on assessor, 123 70 

not brought on judgment, 124 70 

to obtain site, 154, &c., 82 

T. 

Taxes: lunitation of, for building, 22 23 

voted for repairs, debts, books, &c., 23 23 

for support of school, reported by board to supervisor, 24, 84>.24, 56 

for expenses of director, 48 32 

for incidental expenses , estimated by director, 49 33 

reported by board to supervisor, 56, 84 37, 84 

to pay for books for poor pupils, 57 88 

reported bjr board at annual meeting, 64 42 

on land within two and a half miles, 71 47 

non-resident attached — exemption ,72 49 

on old district for new district, 77 52 

proportion of, in firl. districts, 84 56 

against old district, certified by town clerk to supervisor, 104.. 62 

to be assessed by supervisor, 106, 107 63 

what districts entitled to, 107 63 

certified to town treasurer by supervisor, 108, 142 65, 75 

in towns before having any school, 107 64 

payment of, by town treasurer, 109 65 

to pay judgment, 128 70 

when non-residents paying, may send to school, 137 74 

voted before division of district, 138 74 

failing of collection, to be assessed next year, 141 75 

in frl. districts — how apportioned, 143 76 

voted to pay borrowed money, 171 * 89 

on dogs _ 98 

Teacher : male or female, decided by annual meeting, 24.^ 24 

when determined by board, 25 25 

contract with , to be in writing, 39 29 

money cannot be paid to unqualified, 60 41 

to be examined by inspectors, if no Co. Supt. ,85 56 

when examined, 86, 87 58 

examination of, to be public, 88 58 

24 
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Teacher : where examined for frl. district, 89. - 58 

may be reexamined, 90 ^ 58 

Teachers' Institutes 109 

Teachers' Associations 110 

Township Clerk : to notify * * taxable inhabitant ,"1 11 

when to serve new notice, 7 17 

director to report to, 41, 64 <. 31, 84 

is inspector and clerk of board, 68, 96 45, 59 

to approve bond of chairman of inspectors, 69 46 

chairman's bond filed with, and sued by, 70 _ 46 

to certify a tax to supervisor, 77, 104 52, 62 

which, to ^ve notice in forming M. district, 81 54 

to give notice of meeting of inspectors, 86, 91 58, 59 

to be clerk of board of inspectors — duties of, 96 59 

to apportion money, 97, 98 60, 61 

to keep directors' reports, 99 61 

to receive instructions from Supt. Pub. Ins. , 100 61 

to send reports to county clerk, 101 62 

to make map of districts, 102, 103 62 

to certify tax against old district to supervisor, 104 62 

to be township librarian, 105 62 

to apportion two mill tax, 107 63 

to be notified by town treasurer of moneys received, 110 66 

to distribute town library, 115 67 

penalty for not transmitting report, 133 72 

to apportion moneys from other township , 143 76 

Township Treasurer : to collect school taxes, 106, 107. - _ 63 

supervisor to report taxes to, 108 65 

to notify town clerk of monevs received, 110 66 

to apply to county treasurer for moneys , 110 66 

moneys payable to fi-om county treasurer, 120 69 

to recover penalties fi-om inspectors, 132 72 

to recover penalties fi'om town and county clerks, 133, 134 72 

how to use funds fi-om penalties, 135 73 

to pay moneys to other town treasurer, 142 75 

to apply to other treasurer, and report to town clerk, 143 76 

Township Board : to settle with inspectors, 94 59 

may remove district officers and inspectors ,136 73 

appeal to, from inspectors' action, 173-175 90, 91 

Trustees: graded schools may elect, 148 *..- 78 

to file acceptance with director, 149 7S 

may fill vacancy, 149 79 

powers and duties of, 150, 151 79, 80 

districts may imite to elect, 152 81 

Tuition: of non-resident pupils, 58,137 39, 74 

of pupils in high school, 150. 80 

V. 

Vacancy: board of district to fill, 66 43 

when occurring, 67 44 

inspectors to fiU for the term, 146 77 

trustees or inspectors may fiU till annual meeting, 149 - 79 

Visitor: to schools, 74 50 

Voters: to elect district officers, 5 _ ^ 15 

proceedings with, if challenged, 16-18 21 

non-residents attached are not, 137 74 

WARR^aK : moderator to countersign , for money, 29 26 

on fown treasurer— how drawn and signed ,53 34 



.■•J 



